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HISIORY 
PERSECUTION 


Valleys of PIEDMONT. 


T is not my delign at preſent to make a large and particular Rela- 
tion of all that hath happened on account of this {ad and lament- 
able Diſſipation, ſince I hope to treat of it more amply hereafter. 

Nevertheleſs, I ſhall obſerve all that is neccflary to make it appear that 
there never was a Perſecution more cruel nor more unjuſt, than that 
which hath been put in execution this laſt time againſt the Churches 
and the Inhabitants of the Valleys of Piedmont 3 that their Religion hath 
FF been the only cauſe of this Perſecution, and that thoſe who have eſca- 
| ped from it do well deſerve the compaſſion and charity of all good 
Chriſtians. | 
The Churches of the Valleys of Piedment, or of the Waldenſes, as 
| they are ccmmonly called, were the molt ancient of all thoſe that de- 
rive their Original from the Apoſtles, whoſe DoCtrine they have always 
tollowed and taught. They liood in no need of a Reformation, by 
reaſon that they never were partakers of thoſe groſs Errors and Idola- 
trics with which the Church ct Rome and Popery have infeqed Chri- 
ficndom. The purity of their manners hath correſponded fo well with 
thcir Dotrine, that their very Enemies havenot ſtuck to avouch, That 
thcir moderation, and the exemplarineſs of their Lives, have _ 
| : | | B | re 
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ted much to the cfiabliſhment of their Religion, They have not been 
content only not to enter into an idolatrous and ſuperſtitions Com. 


munion, but they have always openly declared and proteſted again ] 


thoſe Abuſes and againſt the Papal Tyranny inſomuch, that neither 
Luther nor Calvin, nor any other of our Reformers, have pleaded more 
firongly or more boldly in confutation of the Herefies of the Rowaxy 
Church: as allo the aforeſaid great Men have given their approbation 
of the Dodtrine of the Churches of the /Yaldenſes, as Orthodox and 
Apoftolical. 

[t js not at all to be wonder'd at then, tliat theſe Churches have al- 
ways been the objec of the hatred and rage of the Papilts; that Popes 
have cauſcd Croiſades to be publiſhed, and engaged a pazt of Exrope 
againſt them; that divers famous Inquilitors have at feveral times made 
6; of all that cruelty and ſubtilty that rage and malice could invent for 
the extermination of the 1/aldenſes; and that particularly the Council 
de propaganda fide & extirpandis Herettcis hath left no ſtone unturn'd to 
effe& their utter deſtruction : But we cannot ſufficiently admire that 
ſpecial and peculiar Providence with which it hath pleaſed Almighty 
God always to protect the Churches and the Inhabitants of the Valleys 
of Piedmont. fince notwithfianding ſo many violent Perſecutions, not- 
withſtanding the pertidious Treaſons with which their Enemics have 
always repaid their Fidelity, notwithſtanding ſeven or cight and twenty 
Wars, which their Religion hath drawn upon them, and notwithſtand- 
ivg the Maſſacres which have fo often as a torrent overflowcd the Val- 
leys with the blood of the Yzldenſes, this great God hath preſerved 
them by continual Miracles of his Providence. ; 

All Hiltorians, even they of the contrary party, are agreed, That 
theſe Churches have continued in an immemorial poſſeſſion of the cx- 
. erciſe of their Religion, bctore they fell under the Dominion of the 
Dukes or Counts of Savoy, which came not to pals ti]l the Year 1233, 
when Thomas Count of Savoy made himfelt Matter of the City of Pig- 
xerol and of the Valleys of Pzedmont, under pretence that the Race of 


the Princes of Piedmont was extinq. It 1s allo certain that the Yal- 


denſes never ſubmitted to the Counts of Savoy (from whom his Royal 
Highneſs is deſcended ) but on condition that they fheuld be main- 
taincd in their Privileges. In fine, ft is upon this Foundation that the 
ſaid Counts being becorre Princes of Piedmont, have defended and con- 
firmed the Waldenſian Churches in the exercife of their Religion, and 
in their other Rights and Privileges. They have granted unto them 


upon this account, from time to time, ſeveral amthentick Conceſſions, 
particu- 
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Particularly in the years 1561, 1602, and j 603 > which being enat- 


ed and enroll'd in the Senate and in the Chamber of the Accor pts 
of Turin, in the year 1620, on conſideration of a great ſum of money 
which the I/aldenſes paid thereupon, as appears by the AR of Enroll- 
ment, theſe Conceflions thus paſſed in form of an irrevocable Tranſ- 


ation and of a perpetual and inviolable Law, the execution whereof 


was ordained by leveral folemn Decrees of the Dukes of Savoy in the 
years 1638, 1649, 1654, and 1655. 

The Council de propaganda fide, which is obliged by its Eftabliſh- 
ment, by its Title, and by its Oath, to procure the ruine of thoſe 


whom it brands with the Name of Hereticks, obſerving with great re- 


gret the peaceable and quiet State which the Waldenſes enjoyed under 
the protection of thele Laws, put every thing in execution that might 
tend fo the diſturbance thereof. _ To this end it was that this Council 
which was then compoſed partly of the Principal Miniſters of State of 
the Court of Txrin, taking advantage of the minority of Charles Ema- 
1uct, Duke of Savoy £3ujcd to be publiſhed in the month of Fanus- 
ry 1655, an Ordemwhtch obliged all the Inhabitants of the Valleys to 
quit the Plain with three days, and to retire into the Mountains, 
upon pain of death, 1n caſe they did not make proof that they were 


eurned Catholicks. The Waldenſes obey'd this Order, as unjuſt and 


cruel as it was. But this their obedience that took away all pretence 
from their Encmies, could not ſecure them from that horrible Maſ- 
facre in the year 1655, of which all Exrope hath becn informed and 
aſtoniſhed at, and ot which Poſterity will (peak as of an Adtion the 
moſi inhumane, the moſt perfidious, and the moſt infamous that ever 
was Committed in the World. This Maſſacre ſeem'd in all appearance 
irrecoverably to have deſtroyed the Yaldenſes 3 but there were many, 
who having eſcaped the fury of theſe Butchers, reſolved to defend their 
Lives to the laſt gaſp. They executed this their Reſolution with that 
brave force and undaunted Courage, that they had defeated in ſeve- 
ral Rencounters a conſiderable party of their Enemies, when all the 
Proteſtant Princes and Eſtates intereſſcd them(elves in behalf of the Zal- 
denſer. Thele generous Protectors having bcen informed of this dread- 
ful Maffacre, were not content only to open to them the bowels of their 
Charity and Benevolence, but they continually follicited the Duke of 
Savoy by their Interceflions. The retorm'd Cantons of Switzerland 
among the relt, {ent on this account four Ambaſſadors to the Court 
of Tarin. Theſe Ambaſſadors joining themlelves to that of France, 
who had alrcady made himſelf Mediator or Arbitrator 1n this Aﬀair, 

5 2 in 


md * 
Os Ae WD int oo 


k $4 4 DE A w a 
o y IB wap ore 


my 
_ 2 
3 
" 
+; 
”, 
4 
_ 
&£ 
4 
3 
o 


L 4] 


in the name of his Maſter, labourcd together to procure a Peace, and 
obtained for the Churches and Inhabicancs of the Valleys, a Confir- 
mation of their Privileges definitively and irrevocably, by a ſolemn Pa- 
tent which the Duke of Savoy gave the gth of Auguſt 1655, enrolled in 
due form in the Senate, and in the Chamber of Accu ot Turin. 
One would think that after a Patent of this nature, that carries 
the title and character of a perpetual and inviolable Law, grantcd in 
the preſerce and at the mediation of the Ambaſſadors ot France and 
Suitzerland, and of which the King of France was declared Garantee, 
as (hall be made appear hereafter, one would think, I fay, that the 
Ialdeaſes might have enjoyed the fruits of a Peace which they had pur- 
chaſed with the blood of more than {ix thouſand of their Brethren , 
but all this was not capable to cover them trom the Inſults of their 
Enemits. The Council of Propapation violated this Patent in its mol 
eſſential points, and perſecuted the I aldenſes by divers unjuſt and 
violent means. But fince they oppos'd their Perfſecutions only with 
complaints, their Enemies took their patience tor {loth 3 and believing 
that they could oppreſs them without relitiance, they cmployed again 
once more Fire and Sword, and rcnewed in 1663, the miſchiets and 
_ the violences that they had cauſed in 1655. The Waldeuſes knowing 
by experience that to ſtand in their own defence was the only way to 
tave thcmſclves, were conliraincd to take up Arms 3. and detended 
them {clves fo wcll, that they had re-eſtablithzd their Aﬀairs about 
the end of the ycar 1663. It was at this time that the rctorined Can- 
tons {ent again Ambaſladors to the Court of Trriz, to render them - 
ſelves Mcdiators of the Peace: theſe Ambaſſadors being joined as the 
former to that of France who refided with the Duke of Savoy, they 
procured _gann for the Waldcuſes a folemn, perpetual, and 1rrevoca- 
ble Patcnt 1n tte monti of February 1664, conhirming the' precedent, 
and enrolled likewilc in the Senate , and in the Chamber of Ac- 
compts. 
| Bue this Patent was not executed with betrer faith than the former. 
though the Duke had cngaged with the Reformed Cantons in a Lettcr 
bearing datc the 2th of February 1664, to cauſe it to be punRually 
vulerved, It woull not be eafte to repreſent the Artiftices which the 
Councii of the Ton ;2£1t10n Made ulc of to render this Patent uſclcts 
to the Walder ſes: It nay ſvfhce to ſay, that it were impoſſible for 
them to defcna Nao: IVES againlit fo much ſubrilty, and fo wuch ma- 
lice, it God, who holds the hearts of Kings and Princes in his hands, 
had not changed In ther favour that of Charles EmanueF, Dake of 
WV S a7'Ay. 
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Savoy. This Prince on the other tide, examined the conduct of the. 
Waldenſes, knew that it was wzthout reaſon, that they had rendered 
them odious to him, and calling to imind the Zeal which they had 
ſhewn. for his ſervice on leveral occations, particularly in the years 
1638S, and 1640. when they fo vigorouily oppoſed his Enemies, 
whillt the greateſt part of his Eftatcs had revolted againſt him, he 
reſolved tor the future to treat them as Subjets, who well defſer- 
ved his love and protedion. 

The War which he had with the Gezocſes in the year 1672. mighti* 
ly confirincu him in the favourable opinion he had conceived ot the 
I aldenſes. They ſerved him in this War with fo much Z.al and Cou- 
rag2, that this Prince not latish.d witch comme: ding their Valor and 
Fidclity 1n a Letter which he wrote to them for this purpoſe, gave 
them continua'ly aſſured marks of his protection and good will towards - 
them ever to his Death. The Duchets, his Widow, after his exam- 
ple, treated thera not only with abundance of gentleneſs and goodnels, 
but likewiſe cngaged with the Retormed Cantous in a Letter dated the 
28th. of. January 1679. to maintain the I//zldexſes in the exerciſe of 
their Religion, and in their other Privileges. 

I have touchcd but lightly on theſe matters, left I ſhould go beyond 
the due limits 1 have fet my fclt, but I thought it not convenient to 
\uppreſs them. iFor befides that, they ferve tor to {hw that the 
Rights and Privileges of the /7aldenſes were ethablithed on immovable 
toundations, and to thew that their Enemies have alwaics violated the 
mo{t folemn and the mott authentick Engagements, and have exer= 
cited nothing but Cruelty, injuttice, and Pertidioufnels towards them 3 
they (crve allo to juliite the conduct which the WYaldenſes have at 
Jalt taken, which is properly the ſubje&t of this Relation. C 

The Waldenſes flattered themiclves, that under the Government of 
tie Duxe of Savoy that now reigns, they might enjoy ſome Tranquil- 
licy, They had iendered him very conliderable Services in the year 
1654. 1a the War of the Bandit: of Mondove, This Prince hath given 
them authcneick aſſurances of his fatistaction and good will, in a 
[Ucticr that he caufcd to be written to them on this occaſion, and the 
bc ginving of his Reign {cemed to promiſe for the future, that in 
rendering unto Ceſar that which 1s Ceſar's, they thould have the li- 
burty co render to Gud tiiat which is God's. They were dilzppointcd : 
of that lope, when tiic Governour of the Valleys of Piedmont caulcd 
to bc publiſhed, about the end of the year 1685. an Order which 
forbad all Forciners to g0 and uiilabit thefe Valleys, and to remain 
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there above three daies without his permiſſion, and the Inhabitants 
to lodge or entertain them, under ſeyere Penalties, The Waldeuſes 
had ads heard of the Violencies which were uſed in Fraxce, to 
* compel people to change their Religion : They had alſo heard that the 
King of France had made void the Edicts of Nantes, and they 
judged well that the prohibition that was given them not to further 
the retreat of their Brethren, might be of dangerous conſequence to 
them. But thcy torckaw not the miſchicts that happened to them, 
whether it werc by rcaſon that men naturally love to flatter themſelves, 
or becauſe their Enemies took all the care they poſſibly could to deceive 
them, and to arive trom them all thoughts that fear might inſpire 
them withal, to the end that they might take no precaution. 

They were in this condition when the Order of his Royal High- 
neſs, dated the 31fi. of Jaywary 1686. was publiſhed in the V alleys, 
which prohibits the exerciſe of thur Religion in general, upon pain 
of Dcath, the confiſcation of their Goods, condemnecth a!l the Churches 
to be demoliſhed, ard all the Minifters to bariſhmenr, ordaincth that 
the Children that ſhall be born, ſhall be baptized and educated in the 
Romilh Religion, under penalty that their Fathers (hall be ſent to the 
Galleys, ard contains aimott the ſame things with the Declaration of 
' the King of France, that annuls the Edi& of Nantes. It is impoſſhble 
to expres the fears and grief with which the Waldenſes were ſeized 
at the fight of an Order {o ſurprizing, ſo unjuli and fo rigorous, as 
allo fo much more terrible than the preceding, that had produced 
ſ{uch tr2gical cti:cts, For the former tended only to lock them up 
within { rcighter bounds, and to take from them the right of inhabit- 
ig the Plain whica they had enjoyed time out of mind : But the 
Order of the 31it. of Fanmary, deprives them intirely of the exerciſe 
of their Religion, and of the Liberty of Conſcience. They ſaw them- 
{c|ves at one firoak priccipitated into a dreadful abyſs of misfortunes 
without perceiving any means of recovery, and they found them- 
(elves cxpoled either to ice the light of the Goſpel extinguiſhed in 
the Valleys, that had ſhone fo bright there for ſo many Ages, or to 
ſee thole cruel Maſſacres renewed, that had ſacrificed ſo many of their 
Brethren : Nevertheleſs, fince they were per{waded that this Order was 
got by {urprize, and that their Enemies had impoſed on the equity of 
their Prince, they had: r<courle to complaints and ſupplications, ac- 
cording to their uſual culiom, and preſented four Petitions to the 
Duke of Savoy, to implore the revocation of this Order. But fince 
they could obtain nothing but flo;me adjournment to prepare _ 
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(clves for its execution, they (aw that their misfortune was without 
' remedy 3 they were yet more certain of it when they underſtood that 
the King of France, who for reaſons of State and Polity had hitherto 
Protected them, and who was alſo declared Garantee of the Patents 
aforeſaid, had not only obliged the Duke to put forth this Order, buc 
further, that his Majeſty had cauſcd his Troops to advance into Pied- 
mont for the execution of it, Then it was that the Waldenſes fecing 
themſelves infulted over by the Papilts of their neighbourhood, took 
ſome Precautions to defend themſelves, and to preſcrve their Lives 
trom the danger that threatned them. 4 

In the mean time the Reformed Cantons having been informed of 
this ordcr, and of the meaſures that they had taken for the cxecution 
of it, thought that they ought not to abandon a People perſecuted 
for their Religion, and that they ought to appear on this occation as 
they had before appeared on others of the like nature. They were 
rclolved then, in an Afﬀlembly held at Baden, in the month of February. 
1686, to fend again Ambaſſadors to the Duke of Savoy to intercede 
for the Waldenſes. Theſe Ambaſſadors arrived at Twrix in the begin- 
ning of March, and made their Propoſitionstending to the revocation 
of the Order of the 31th of Fanwary. They made it appear that the 
Rctormed Cantons were intercfled in this Aﬀair, not only as Brethren 
of the Waldenſes in the Communion of one and the ſame Faith, 
bur alſo by reaſon that the Patents of 1655 and 1663. which that Or- 
der deliroyed, were the fruits of their Mediation, and they back'd their 
demands with many cogent and ſolid Conſiderations. The Court of 
Txria diſputed not thele Reaſons, and contented it ſelf to cauſe it to 
te told the Ambafſadors, That the Engagements wherein the Duke 
of Savoy had catred with the King of France, oppoſed the Succcls of 
their Negotiation. This obliged the Ambaſſadors to repreſent in a 
Mcmorial which they gave for that purpole, that the PredecOors of 
his Royal Highneſs having engaged their royal word to feveral Sove- 
reigns, and particularly to the Reformed Cantons, for the exccation 
ot the Patents granted to the YWaldenſes, he could not renounce En- 
gagements fo formal and ſo authentick, whether becaule theſe Patents 
are not fimple Tolerations, but perpetual Concethons, and inviolable 
Laws, or becauſe theſe Patents were granted at the interceſſion of ſeve- 
ral Sovereigns, and according to the Law of Nations they are ever- 
laſting Monuments of the publick Faith; or laſtly, becauſe the words 
of Sovereigns ought to be facred and inviolable. They alledged alto 


many reaſons of Polity that ought to oblige the Duke of Sawy to 
Main- 


maintain the I/aldenſes in their Privileges 3 and the rules of Juſtice 
and Clemency did rot permit him to carry Fire and Sword, Blood 
and Slaughter into his own Dominions, nor to deliroy a People that 
implored his grace and mercy, and who had done nothing to draw 
upon thermalelves this fevere Ocder which was the caule ot their de- 
(pair. But neither the Reaſons of the Ambaſſadors, nor their preſſing 
Sollicitations, nor the Letters of Interccthon that many Protcſtanc 
Princes wrote bclides on behalt of the Waldenſes, produced any ctc&, 
but ſerved only to confirm the Ambaſſedors in the aſſurance of the En- 


ga2cments wherein tne Duke of Savoy had entred with the King ot 


France, for the cxtirpation of the Religion in the Valleys. 

The WWaldeyſes in the mean time werc ignorant of that which paſſed 
at Turin : they had not heard of the departure of the Ambaſſadors, for 
they had taken and liopt two men on their Paſſage who went to carry 
the News into the Valleys. It is truc that they had heard at length by 
a common report, That theſe Ambaſſadors were at Twrin to demand a 
Revocation of the Order of the 31th of Fanaryz but they knew no- 
thing certain of the (ſucceſs of their Negotiation. They could net go 
fo much as to inform themielves; for belides that none of them durti 
20 to Trrix lince the adjournment that was granted them from the 
exccution of the Ortler was expired, the Court had moreover retu- 
{:d a lite conduc that the Ambatladors had demarded of them, that 
the Deputies of the Valleys might come and defend their Rights, as 
hath been practiſed in the preceding Negotiations : but however 
things went, in cxpedting the event of this, the IWalllenſes had forti- 
tied themlcives in their own Country with certain Entrenchments, and 
trood upon their guard to hinder the, entry ot the Troops, the mott 
Part of which were already encamped at the foot of the Valleys. 

The Duke of $avyy returned an Aniwer to the propokition of the 
Ambatilſidors þy the Marquclis of St. Thoam.s, one of his Miniſters of 
State, who hath the management of foreign Aﬀairs, and who (wore 
to them that the Dake could not revoke his Order, by reaſon he was 
not the Matter of it, He protciied to them alſo, on the part of his 
 Roval Highnels, that provided the Order were executed, he would not 
rctule to enter into tome Expedientss He gave them allo to under- 
ftand, that upon ther account he would not refuſe to give the 1 a!- 
denſes permitiion to depart out ot nis Domintons,and to dilpole of their 
Goods. The Ambaſſiders were perſuaded, that the IYaldenſes, ha- 
-ving neliher a Commander nor regular Troops, ceuld not fullain a 
War againli the Bing oi France, and the Uute of Savay, who Were unt- 
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ted for their Deſtruction. They thought therefore, that to avoid the 
ſtorm with which the People were threatned, the belt way would 
be to procure a Retreat for them, with the diſpoſition ot thcir Goods, 
But bccaule betore they entrcd into this Negotiation, it was n: ccla- 
ry for then to conſult the Opinion of the Val'eys, the Ambaſſadors 
took mcalures with the Court of Trrin to make a Journey thicher 
and the Duke of Szvy allo gave them 23 Letrer to tins eff & for the 
Gyvernor of the Vallevs. The Ambc.ffudors air ved there the 22th 
ct March, and cauſcd the Communitics to be tl. mbled by their De- 
Putics the rext day, to whom they declired what they had done. 
Fncy told them, that the condition of the I/aldesſes being fvch, that 
they were dellitute of all hopes ot relict, they had no more to do but 
to conlhider of a Retreats 1n caſe they cout obtain it with leave tg [ci 
their Goods ard thar if they would ambrace this Propotition, they 
would rc lute this their dilpetition to it as corivg trom them. The De- 
putics of the Commons being much furprized to urnderfrand, that they 
might not Expect any fuccor In an occalion wherein they cough! (hat 
all "the Retormed part of Earope ought to be concerned, told theAimn:- 
bafſidors that they were perſuaded thit they could rot do better than 
to follow thr advice, bu: that to tzke deliberation in an Alla of to 
great IMportance, it was nectliz1y fo calla General Afll INelys 

Thc Orders beirg given tor this, thc Ambatlidors returned to Tir, 
they inforn cd the Margucſs ot St. Tomas of the Succels of tneir Jour- 
n.y, Who affured them that this Negotiation was 'very agreeable to 
_ the Cuurt. They demanded, at length, a fate Conduct, that tome oft 
the Inhabitants uf the Valleys n.ipht have liberty to come, and bring 
ting Duliberations that {nould be ab in th1s Ailembly: but it was Te 
kulcd upon thele two Pretencesz one was, That the Duke of Sav. 
would not permit that any Jaldeuſes lhould appear at the Court 3 the. 
other was, Tiat he dcelipned to do nothing in this Attair but only for 
the fake © the Ambaſſadors, They were torced then to fend the Se- 
cretary of the Embaſly into th Malleys to fetch thele Deliberations. 
Tl1is Secretary found the Commnninies aſſembled at Angrogne the 25th 
of March, very much unre{olved what courle to take; for on one lide 
thcy (aw the lamentable con{cquences of War, on the other ſide the 
dangers, and the almolt unſurmountable dithculcies in the exccution 
of cheir Retreat 3 belides, although they might depart without danger, 
they could not behold, but with extreme 1cgret, the hard necethty of 
being forced to abandon their Goods and their Native Country to go 
into a forcign Land to lcad a miſerable, diſconſolate, and a yagabond 
G {ort 
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fort of a life. At laft they took a Reſolution to ſend a Memorial to 
the Ambaſſadors, concerning the dangers and difhculties that obſtiu- 
&ed their Departure, and to write a Letter to them Ggned by nine 
Miniſters and eight Lay: men, in which, after having entreated them 
to refic& on thele Obſtacles, they ſhould declare, That they would 
eter the whole to their Prudence and Conduct. Upon this Lettcr 
the Ambaſſadors made it their bulineſs to obtain a permiſſion for the 
Ialdenſes to retire out of the Eſtates of Piedmoyt, and to make (ale of 
their Goods3 but the Duke of Savoy, to whom this Propoſition was 
referred, gaveit out, That before he would return any An(wer there- 
to, he expected that the Communities of the Valleys ſhould ſend De- 
puties to him, with ful] power to make thoſe Submiſſhons that were 
due to him, and to beg leave to depart out of his Territories, as a pe- 
culiar favour that thcy ſhould implore of thcir Prince. The Ambal- 
ſadors had reaſon to be (urprized at theſe Preambles. They had dc- 
nied them the fate Conducts that they had demanded for the *com- 
ing of the Deputies of the Valleys to Tzrin. They had aſſured them 
{cveral tiimes, that it chey ſhould grant to the IF aldernſes leave to retreat, 
1t was only upon the account, and at the interceiſon of the Ambaſſ4- 
dors: neverthele(s, they would by no means have it ſaid that the Am- 
baſſadors defired a permiſſion for them to depart, on their own be- 

| halt; but on the contrary, that it was the Waldenſes themſetves that 
made this Requeſt. This alteration was not made without cauſe, and 
it was not for nothing that they took meaſures altogether diffcrent 
from their former. The Council of the Propagation who managed this 
 Aﬀair, had without doubt reſpect to thcſe two ſeveral regards ; one. 
was, That they would rot have the Ambaſſadors named in the per- 
miſſion of departure, to the end that they ſhould have the lels right to 
demand rhe execution of thoſe things that ſhould be promiſed to the 
FWaldenſesz, the other, That the Waldenſcs themſelves defiring this Per- 
miſſion as a favour, they might be at liberty to impoſe on them what 
eonditjons they pleaſed; and Jaſily, That the aldenſes making thoſe 
Submiſſions that the Duke required of them, muſt needs be in the 
ſtate of 'Supplicants, and would by confequeace be forced to lay down 
their Arms; otherwiſe they could not be in the condition of Periti- 
oners, But however it were, the Ambaſſadors being willing to take 
away all pretences from the Encmics of the Faldexſes, took a fate Con- 
dud to bring the Deputies whom they had demanded : they ſent this 
fate Condu& into the Valleys by the Secretary of the Embaſſy, who 
cauſed the Communities to be aſſembled to nominate their Deputies. 
Put 


But as on the one hand, there were many who were never engaged in the 
deſign of departing 3 and that on the other, the new Marches of their 
Encmies appeared ſuſpicious, the Communities were net all of ove 
mind, nor the Oidus they gave to their reſpeRive Deputies confor- 
mable one with another, For the tcnor of ſome, was to beg leave to de- 
Fart and to {ell theix Goods z and others required the maintenance of 
the exerciſe of their Religion and their other Rights, Theſe Deputies 
being arrived at Twriy, the Ambaſſadors thought it not convenient for 
them to appear at Court thus divided but ſent them back into the 
Valleys to endeavour a Union between themſclves, and labour'd in the 
mean time tO obtain a Fruce for them. 

Their Encmics heard with a great deal of fatisfaGtion, that the 
Communities were divided amongli themlielves upon the point of de- 
parting; they were (ſo well perſuaded that this divition would be an 
infallible mcavs to deliroy them, that they cauſcd it to be carried on 
and fomented ever lince, in thoſe parts, by perfidious perſons whom 
they had gaincd for that purpole. It is allo to be preſumed, that thy. 
never had propoſed the «xpedient of departing, but with a proſpect 
that it might be che occaſion of the diſunion of the aldenſer. To make 
advantage then of the variable diſpotitions of the Communities, their. 
Enemies changed their minds once more, They had lately dcclarcd, 
That they expected, in the firſt place, that the Yaldenſes ſhould them- 
{clves delite a permiſlion to depart, and ſhould make their Su>miſbons 
therevpon. The Ialdenſes had not made this Requett nor th. fe Submit(+ 
fiors : fcveral of the Communitics were not of the opinion to retire : 
tie Ambaſſadors did not (ollicit any longer a permiſſion to depart, but 
a Truce, as appears by a Letter that they wrote to the Marquels of S.Ths- 
mas, the 8th of April, 1686, In the mean time, notwithſtandirg all- 
this, to accompliſh abſolutely the diviſion of the JYaldenſes, and cor.- 
ſcequently to ruine them with the greater eaſe, they publiſhed forthwith, 
and unknown to the Ambaſſadors, an Edict dated the 9th of the ſame 
Month of April, granting to the J/aldenſes an Amuiclty, and a permit- 
fion to retire out of the Eftates of Piedmont. For the better jucgirg ._ 
of the detign of the Council of the Propagation, I have inſerted a Copy 
of this Edid, tranſlated from the Tralian. 


Ivine Providence, i In eſtabliſhing Sovereigns above the People, hath 

granted unto the firli the diſtribution of Rewards and Punith- 

ments, to the end. that the hopes of the one may invite the good, and 

that the fear of the other may reſtrain the wicked, The laſt of theſe 
Gi ought 


ought to fall from our revenging hand on our Subjedts of the Valleys 
of Lucerne, who make profeſſion of the Proteltant Religion, tinee it is 
notorious, that they have not only oppolcd, with great vbltinacy, our 
Order of the 3 1ſt of Fanz.ry latt, but chey have alſo hardened themſ:lves 
in their crime, and have fallen into the exccſles of an enormous and 
conſummated Rebcllion: neverthelc{s, our natural Clemency furpaſhi 1g 
their Crimcs, and not ſuttering us to be content with that paternal for- 
bearance, with which we have ſo long time in vain w:ited for their Re- 
'pentance it is our good p'caſure again to leave 1t to their will, that 
hath hithert tollowed cvil counſel, the choice of a happy or a miſc- 
rable condition, and to open to them this Jatt time the gate of our 4 
Grace, to the end that they may make their beit advantage thereof in þ 
manner tollowingz which if they do not accept by a ready obedience, | 
they cannot but impure to their ra{hnef(s the chaliiſeinents w!::tich they o 
(hail deſerve, and which they (hall receive from our exaſperated paticnce. | 
_ Wherefore. in the firlt place, tor the conhirmition of our Ordcr of the 

311t of Fannary latt, in regard that ic (hall not be contrary to this, we 

have by vertue of thife Preſents, of our certain knowledge, full power 

and ab{olute authority, by the Advice of our Council, ordainztd, That 

all our Subjects of the Valleys of Lucerne making proftcflion of the Pro- 

ecttant and Reformed Religion, (hall lay down their Arms, and retire 

10.to their Routes within the time herein afterwards preſcribed. 

We command thema!ſo to make no Aﬀeciations nor Aſſemblies in any 
manncr whatlocver, to the end that tollowing our direction, the Judges 
ot thole places may have fice accet-, and that the Fathers Miſſionaries, 
and other religious Orders, may return into the Churches from whence * 
they have been forced to devarr, and that the Catholicks, and thoſe 
that have turn'd Catholicks, may pofl.fs the houſcs that they have 
abandoned. — 

And toraſmuch as it is not reaſonable that the Religious M fſlonaries, 
Catholicks and made Catholicks, ſhould ſuffer by fo many damapes 
that they have reccived from the Proteliant Religion 3 we will, require, 
and oidain, that the neceflary ſums to indemnifie them, ſh11l be levied 
without diltinction, and generally upon the Goods of the (aid Prof: flors 
ct the Proteliant Religion,(o tar as (hall be juſtitied and ſummarily made 
appear before the Chevalier Monrax, Inteudant of Juftice inthe Valleys 
declaring neverthelefs, that in proving by the ſaid Religious that the 
damages they ſuſtained were cauſed by private Perſons, they ſhall have 
their Redre(s and Satisfaction from the (aid private perſons. 

And to demonſtrate to our faid Subjects how great our Clemency is 
towards them, we give permillion to thoſe that (hall think fit to go out 


of 


of our Eſtates, to do it within the term and upon the conditions here- 
atter preſcribed. 

But by rcaſon that their i] diſpoſition is but too rwanifelt by their paſt 
carriage and conduct, and that ievcral may cloak their wicked deftigns, 


under a talle pretence of obedience, we do reſerve, belides thole that 


{hall go out of our Eſiatcs of their own accord, to order ſuch others 
as we (hall think fit, and as we (hall find it moſt expedient to aſcertain 
the repoſe of thoſe whoſhall remain, unto whom we ſhall preſcribe ſuch 
rulcs as they {hall obſerve for the future, 

And for an augmentation of our Favours, we grant as well to 
thoſe who ſhall retire voluntarily, as to thoſe who (hall depart by 
our 0:ders,. Power to carry away With them what moveables and 
Effects they pleaſe, and to ſell their Goods and Effects that they ſhall 
leave behind 3 nevertheleſs after the manner hereafter preſcribed. 

The ſame ſhall be underſtood of Foreigners and thote delcend:d 
from Forcigners, who ſhall conform themiclves to the laſt Article 
but one of the Order of the 311t of Fannazry above-mentioned. 


The 8boveſaid ſale of Goods ſhall be made to Catholicks and thaſs = 


that are converted Catholicks: But becauſe it may happen that there 
may not be found Buyers enough within the term hereafter men- 


tioncd, and fſirce we are not willing that the Religious, who (hall - 


go out of our Eſtates, ſhould be deprived of the benetit of our pre- 
{cnt conceilion, it (hail be lawful for them to agree with four or lix 
perſons to whom (they {hall give their Commithons, and who {hall 
remain, by our permiſſiony in Lxcerne, With all freedom, during three 
months, to ticat and ntgotiate with any, and to tcll the Goods of 
thoſe that are retired, to whom it {hill be permitted to prefciibe in 
thcir Commiſſions the precautions with which they would have their 
Goods ſold tor their greater (ccurity, and to receive the price of 
them where they have a mind to have it {ent them, without troud 
or malvalition of the appointed Commilli:ners, over whom the 
Ch, valicr and Intendant Monroux {hall have the charge to inſpe&. 
Thcy who have a mind to retire, ſhall be obliged to appear re- 
ſpcaively on the days and places hereafter {pecitied, to be ready to 
d. part without Fire-arms by the way that ſhall be marked out for 
them, eitier by Savoy, or by the Valley of Ayte: To this fic a 
Paſport and a tree ſate Conduct (hall be given them on our part, to 
the cnd that they may not eccive any evil tieatment or hindrance 
10 our. El(tatesz but on the contrary, that thcy may receive all aid 
and afſitiance 3 and bccaule, that being 10 great numbers, they may 


be 


- 
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bs expoſed to ſome inconveniencies in the roads and in the places 
through which they mult paſs, being overloaded, they ſhall be form- 
ed into three Brigades, after this manner. The fiit that ſhall be 
compoſed of thoſe of the Valley of Lwcerne, ſhall rendezvous at the 
Tower, to depart nmmediatcly the day after the term hereafter ap- 
Pointed, viz. the 21ſt, of the month of April. The fecond Bri- 
g1de compoſed of th: ſe of the Vallcy of Azgrogne, S. Bartholomerr, 
Rocheplate, and Praruſtin, (hall rendczvous at S. Second, and ſhall de- 
part the day following, viz. the 22d. of this month. And the third 
and laft Brigade form:d -of thoſe of the Valley of S. Martiz, and 
about Perozſ?, ſhall rendezvous at Miradol, ard ſhall depart the third day, 
iz. the 23d. of this month. 

The term limitcd wherein our (aid SubjeAs of the Proteltant Re- 
ligion inhabiting the Valicys of Lcerne, (hall be obligcd to lay down 
- their Arms, after the manner expretled in the tirli Article of this pre= 
ſent Order, is cipht days aftcr that it {h3]] be publithcd in the place 
of Lucerne, during which they multi oocy the Contents of the ſame 
 Oxder. to enjoy the truits of our CGlemency, the motions of which 
we follow as well as thole of a paternal aticCtion, with which we 
regard our ſaid Subjeds, notwithllanding the hcinouſneſs and enor- 
mity of their Crimes. And provided all that 1s avove laid, be pun- 
Gtually obſcrved, we grant cur grace, pardon, rewillion, abolition, 
and ar: ample oblivion to our faid Subjects, of all thc exceſſes, defaults, 
crimes, and other things that they may have committed fince the pub+- 
lication of our Order of the 31tt. of fanwary lalf, as well in gene- 
ral as in particular, inſomuch that they may never be called to an 
* account under any pretence whatſoever, prohibiting all Judges, Fiſ- 
eals, and others to whom it may appertain to make ny enquiry there- 
into, But becaule if they ſhould render them ſclves unworthy of ſuch 
grace, in not obſcrving every point as is above ſaid, within the time 
picſcribed, it would be of too pernicious a conſtquence to delay any 
longer the chaltiſement that they have deſerved, after we have been 
{o prodigal of our favours to them, and have waited fo long time for 
their repentance, we will put in execution thoſe means that God hath 
put into our hands to reduce the obſtinate to their duty, and cauſe 
them to undergo the puniſhment of their unheard of raſhneſ-. 


We deliver it to our Senate, ere. Given at Txrin the 9th: 
of April 1686, Entolled the 10th. 


This 


CT Jo h | 
This Edict was publiſhed in the Valleys the-11th, of April, the 
ſame day the Ambaſſadors: wrote a Letter to the lame effect to ſome 
of the Communities to know their refolution. In the mean time they 
gave a very preſſing Memorial to the Marqueſs of S. Thomas, to have 
ſome aſfurance that the Troops ſhould nor enter into the Valleys, and 
to obtain for the IYuld:nſes certain Conditions more favourable than 
thoſe of the Edict : But the Court of Twriz certified them that there 
was nothing to be expected for the Waldenſes, till they had laid down 
their Arms, of which the Ambaſſadors gave advice to the Deputics 
ot the Valleys who had been at Tarin, by a Letter dated the 13th. 
that they wrote-to them on that ſubjeA, The 14th. the Communities 
held 2 general aſſembly at Rocheprate, wherein after having examin- 
ed the terms and conditions of the Edit, they were of opinion, that 
their Enemies thought of nothing leſs than in reality to permit their de- 
parture, which they ſeemed to grant to them, and that this Edict was 
nothing but a (ſnare that they had laid to entangle them, and to detiroy 
them with more caſe : They reſolved then not to accept of it, but to 
tollow the example of their Ancettors, and to refer the event of it to 
Providence. Infomuch that this Edi which was defigned altogether 
to divide them, wrought a quite contrary effe&, and ſerved to unite 
them all in the ſame judgment. 
The principal reaſons that hindered them from accepting this Edie, 
were, Firſt, That fince it ordains the entire execution of the Order of 
the 31lt. of Faxzary, that condemns all the Churches to be dcmolithed, 
they mutt of necethity demoliſh all the Churches within cight days, be- 
cauſe the Edict declareth expreſly, that ib all that is contained in it be 
not executed within the ſpace of cight d:-ys, they are deprived of and 
torteit thoſe favours that aregranted in it. It muſt follow then, that for 
the cxecution of the Edi, eithcr that the }Yaldenſes thernſelves ſhould 
demolith their Churches, or that their Enemies ſhould doit. The Wal- 
denſes could not rcf{olve to demolith them themtclves, they would have 
(ent then Troops, that under the pretence of this demoliſhing, would 
have infallibly opprefled the Waldenſes. Secondly, It they deligned to 
permit themitb retire without difturbance, why did they not dcterthe 
execution of the Order of the 3ilt. of Fanuary, till after their depar- 
cure ? Why ſhould they oblige them to demoliſh thcir Churches within 
the eight days that weregiven them, to piepare themſelves to abandon for 
ever their native;Country, were it notito render thar retreat impolltble ? 
Thirdly, "This Edi requires further, - that they ſhould lay down thcis 
Arms, and that they'(hould open their Country to Monks, Mithonarics, 


and 
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and Catholicks. Now it is-plaiv, that if they had thrown away their 
Arms, and opened their Country betcre their departure, they would 
have been expoſed to the mercy of their Enemies, and to the tury of 
Troops who would not have tailcd to enter into their Country, to op- 
ole the retreat of the IYaldenſes, and to torment them till ſuch time as 
they had changed thar Religion, as hath been pratctiled clewhere : But 
their fear was fo much che more julithable on this occation, in regard 
that they gave them no aſſurance that their Troops ſhould not cnter 
into the Valleys. Fourthly, The JYaldenſes arc allo obliged to retire 
in three {eparate Brigades, and to rendezvour in thyſe vlaces, where 
the Troops being encamped, they mult conſequently furrender them- 
(clves to the difcre: 191 of the Soidicrs, and deliver themicives up to be 
butchered. Fitthly, The perm-tI«.n that the ſame Evict gives to the 
I/alderſes to le] their Goode, was altogether ulclels to them For bc- 
tides that the (ale coul4 not be made :3}] aftcr their departure, to Cati1o- 
Jicks, ard by the management of Commillioners, they were bound out 
of the price of the ſame Goods, to indemnihe the Monks, the Miſho- 
narics, the ancient, the medern, and he tuture Catholicks, from thoſe 
damages and intercfts which they ſhould pretend, which th-y would 
have cnhanccd above the value of their Goods. Sixihly, The Edict allo 
ordereth, that betides thoſe that [hall go our of the Valleys of their own 
accord, the Prince {h uld reſerve to hini{clt a power to banith whom 
he (hall think fit, tor che fecuring the repoſe of thoſe that remain, which 
tuppoſes not only that the corditions of the Edit were {o diladvanta- 
geous, that there would be many I/aldenſes, who would not acc-pt them, 
nor depart out of th: ir Station 3 but alſo that cheir departure ought nor 
to be looked upon as a Favour, but as a Puniſhment that they interdd 
to inflict on ſ{cyeral J/aldenſes, lince they referved to themielvesa power 
to bariith thoſe who thould have a mind to ſtay. Scventhly, The Am- 
baſſadors were not named in the Edi, and the Waldenſes had no 
{ecurity tor the exccution of thoſe things that are therein containc. 
| They had good rcafon then very much to mittruſt thele proceedings, 
finze the many (ad experiences that they had made on ſeveral occations, 
how ill their Enemies kept their word, eſpecially in this junure, when 
they had broke the moſi inviolable Laws, were but too julia ground for | 
their ſuſpicions. Laſily, Since the Duke of Savoy had declared that he 
was not the Maſter of this affair, becauſe of the engagements that he 
| had taken with the King of France, it was not to be preſumed that his 
Majeſty, on whom this matter depended, would take any other mca- 
1:res, in reſpect of the F/gldenſes, than thoſe he hed taken with regard 
ta 
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to his own Subjeas. The Waldenſes had alſo ſeveral other reaſons 
grounded on the impoſlibllity of their departure in ſo ſhort a time, and 
upon other obſtacles. 
| The Communities ſent their reſolution to the Ambaſſadors, whouſed 
all the diligence imaginable, to procure for the Yaldenſes Conditions 
more certain and more advantageous than thoſe that are contained in 
the Edit; but neither their reaſons nor their ſollicitations produced 
any effect, They were always told, that as long as the Waldenſes 
were in Arms, they could not agree to any, thing, nor ſo much as 
promiſe any thing potitively. As alſo the Waldenſes being perſwaded 
that they would not diſarm them, but to d:ſiroy them without trouble 
and without refiftance, would by no means yield to it, and perſiſted in 
their reſolution to d: fend themſelves, it they came to attack them. 
There happened a thing that ſerved much to confirm them in this re- 
ſolution. TI wo or three days after the publication of the Edi&, ſeveral 
perſons, namely, Tholozan, Gaurier, Gauanre, Chabrif, and ten or 
twelve other inhabitants of the Valleys, went to the Intendant, to de- 
clare to him, that they and their Families intended to goout of the E- 
liates of Pzedmont, contormably to the Edi&, and to defire of him fafe 
Condudts, which he refuſed them, 'under pretence that they ſhould (ay 
till they went out with the reti. Moreover, becauſe there were ſeveral 
who reliſted his (ollicitations to change their Religion, he cauſed them 
to be put in Priſon, where ſome of them languithed, and at laſt died 
miſerably, and others remained there above nine months, viz. till che 
time when all the other Priſoners were diſcharged. There is no need of 
any further proot to make it appear, that their deſign was to deſtroy 
the Waldenſes, who would not change their Religion. However, the 
Communities of the Valleys having received a Letter from the Ambaſ- 
ſadors, made another Afembly at Kocbeptate, the 19th. of April: They 
perliſted in their reſolution not to accept the Edi&, and to defend them- 
ſelves. It was then ordered in that Aﬀembly, that all the Miniſters 
ſhould preach, and adminilter the Sacrament the Szxday following, 


- Which was Eaſter-day. The Valley of S. Martin entered into this deli- 


beration with the rett, but put it not in exccution, Some of that Val- 
ley changed their mind, without acquainting the other Valleys. And 
the Rectors of the Church of V3/leſeche wrote to the Ambaſſadors who 
were yet at Twrin upon the point of their departing, a Letter dated the 
2oth.of April, wherein they declared to them, that they would execute 
che Edict, they entreated them for that reaſon, to procure for them a ſafe 
Conduct, and ſome time to provide for their retreat, One of the Am- 

baſladors 


—— 
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baſſ2dors took the pains to go tothe Camp to demand a ſafe ConduQ; 
bat they dceni'd it, undcr pretence that they had not defired it in time. 
It wasalways tor ſoon or too late, and the time was never convenient to 
obtain fate Conducts. In the mcan time the Duke of Sawoy was come 
into the Camp foie days after the publication of the Edi, to the 
end he might lirike terrour into the J/aldesſes by his preſence, and torce 
enem tO accept of the Conditions that he had impoſed on them ; he 
had made a review of his Troops, and of thoſe of France, that were 
encamped cn the Plain ac the toot of the 4!psz his Army was compoſed 
of his Family, of all the Cava'rieand Infantry, and the Militia of Mon- 
devi,. of Barjes, ct Bagnols, and of a great numbcr of Foragers. Aid 
the Army of France conlitted of ſeveral Regiments of Horſe and Dra- 
' goons, of {even or cight Battalions of Foot, that had paſſed the Moun- 
rains, and a Party df ths Garifon of Pignerol and Caſal, he had alſo pre- 
parcd all things to attack the /Yaldenſes, as feon as the Truce that was 
grantcd them {hould be expired, having appointed his own Army to 
itorm the Valley of Lacerne and the Con:munity of Angrogne 5, and the 
Army ct France to attack the Valleys of S. Martin and Peirouſe. The 
I,aldenſes on the other tide had taken ſome carc to defend themſclves ; 
they pullflcd but a part of the Valley of  Lacerze. F. r the Tower that 
gives the Name to this Valley, and many other confiderad'c places were 
in the Enemies hand. The Community of Angrogne, trem which tome 
cail the Valley by the fame Name, by reaſon of its large extent, was 
not wholly occupicd by the 1/aldenſes, In the Valley of Peirouſe they 
took up only certain Polts in the places that depend on the Eftates ot 
Piedmont for this Valley is divided by the Cluſou between the King of 
France and the Duke of Savoy; bur they were in poſſcihon of all the 
Valley of S. Martin, being the {iropgeſt of all by its ſituation. They hall 
fortified themſclves in every one of thoſe Valleys with ſeveral Retrench- 
ments of Earth and dry Stones. They were about 25050. Men bearing 
Arms 3 they had made Captains and Officers of the chicfeſt among 
themſelves, for they had no Foreigners, and they expected the approach 
of the Enemies with a great deal of refolution. But ftince on the one 
tide they had neither regular Troops, nor Captains, nor experienccd 
Officers; and that on the other lide there were ſeveral Watdenſes who 
had been corrupted, or that had relented during the Negotiation; it is 
not to be wondered if they took not all the neceflary precautions that 
were in their power. One of the greatelt faults they committed was, 
their ſtriving to maintain all their Potts; For if they had abandoned 
the molt advanced, and had retired withing the Retrenchments they _ 
made 
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made in the Mountains, it is not likely thatthey would have been beaten 
out of them. 

The 2 2d. of April being the day appointed for the attack, the French 
Army commanded by Catinat Governor of Caſal, marchts two hnurs 
before day by Torch-light againlt the Valleys of Peiroſe and S. Martin, 
havirg for ſome time followed the River Clxſon on the Kings Territories. 
C atinat {ent out a Detachment of Infantry, commanded by Vellevieslle 
Licutenant Colonel in Limcfin, who having paſſ.d the River over a 


 Bridye, entcrcd into rne Valley of Peirouſe on the tide of Piedmont. He 


ſcized on S. Germain a Village that the 1/74!deiſis had abandoned, and 
came to attack a Retrcnchment that they had mide hard by, in which 
there were two hundred Men. The I/aldenſes quitted this Polt after 
{ome rcfi.tance, and took poſſettion of another more advantageous. In 
the mean time a new Detachment of Hfe and of yellow Dragoons 


having apain paſſed the River, came to rcl:eve the Foot who had began 


the Engagement. They uſed their utmolt efforts to pain the Entrench- 
ments ot the IFaldenſes, which they thought eztily to bz Maſicrs of, 
tince they were fix to one 3 but they found fo fout a retiſtance, chat 
after having lott abundance of their Soldiers, they were forced toentrench 
themſelves at a Piſtol ſhot diftance3 continual Fires were made on both 
tides for more than ten hours together > bur at lergch the JYaldenſes 
went out of their Entrenchments with their Swords in their hands, fur- 
P:izcd the French, wholittle expected fo bo'd an action, and drove them 
cvun into the Plain on che other (ide of the Cluſ9#, where opportuncly 
thcy found a Bridge that kept them from beirg drowned. There were 
on this occation tnorethan hive hundred French-men kilied and wounded, 
and among the relt ſeveral Otficers of note, and the 17” z!genſes had bu 
ewo men killed and ſome few wounded. The account thatthe contra- 
1y Party hath given of this Action, entituled, 4 Relation of the War a- 
gainſt the Religious, called Brbets, agrees in this, concerning the 
great loſs the F rench then ſuſtained 3 for it affirms chat the Fire of the 
rcvolted put a great Party of them into diforder.. It confirmeth alſo 
r11c routing of the French, for it ſaith, that the IV aldefiſes fell violently 
upon the Soldicrs, and drove them out to the other lide of the Clzſon. 
In this rout Villevieille threw himſelf into the Church of S. Germain with 
threeſcore and ten Soldiers and ſome Officers : They (lurmmoned him to 
ſurrender himſelf, and offered him good Quarter z but he rttuſed it, 
and (hewed great courage, although they had killed and wounded a Par- 
ty of his men. The IWaldexſes had neverthel: (s infallibly forced him; 
but the night being come; they found themſelves fo harraſſed with the 
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fatigue of the day, that they were conſtrained, having left a few be- 
hind to gu2rd at thc do-1 of the Church, to go (eck for ſome refreſh- 
ment. Viullevicille was uiſengaged at break of day by certain Troops 
that the C*vernor of Pipers! had cauſed ro maich all night. Thc 
IValdenſes retreated into their Intrenchmcents, thinkicg that they would 
come and attack them, but the Encmics being gathcred together jn 
greater numbers than the day difore, were content to encamp out of 
the rcach of a Piſtol-ſhot, without ſhooting on either fide bur at ran- 
dom for two days together. Whilit things paſſed thus in Peirouſe, the 
Body of the Kings Army repaſicd the Cluſ»n to the Fort of Purouſe on 
the ſide of France, then Catinat made a Detachment of Hurſc com- 
manded by Mcl2c, wh? having paſſed the River on two Biidges, f.tch'd 
a compaſs about to gain the high grounds that ſeparate the Vallcy of 
S. Martin from Dauphine. The reti of the Army having likewile paſſed 


the River, went to encamp with Catinat at Bolards part of the night, 


and the next day attack'd the Vallcy of S. Martinat a Villaze called Rz9- 
claret. But fincc thole that had the command in that Valley. did not 
think that they would molelſt them, after they had (hewn their inclina- 
tion to accept of the Armanelity, eſpecially tince the day appointed for 
thcir departure out of that Valley was not pretixed : The I/aldenſes 
were not in a condition to defend themſelves nor to make any rcfiltance, 
but yielded to lay down their Arms, and to implore the pity and com- 
paſſion of the Conqueror. But the French being heated and vexed with 
what had pafſcd before S. Grrmain, were not content only to burn, to 
ravith, and to pillage, but they maſſacred without diliinGion of Age or 
Sex, with an unparalicl'd tury all thoſe that could not eſcape their bar- 
barous Cruelty. Cgtinat having ravaged JIl the Country of Rvclaret 
after a molt horrible manner, lett ſome Troops in the Valley of S, Martin 
- traverſed with the Body of his Army the mountains that ſeparate this 
Valley from that of Peironſe, and encamped without any oppolition, 
in the Community of Pramol in the Valley of Peirowſc; the Soldiers 
notwithſtanding put to the edg of the Sword all that fell into their hands, 
without reſpe& to Women nor Children, to th? old nor the fick. In 
the mean time the Detachment that Melac commanded, having encamp- 
cd one night on the eminencies of the Valley ab S.Martin,entered through 
divers paſſages into thatValley,having certain Faldenſes tor their Guides, 
who were {9 baſe and treacherous as to conduct them through ways 
unknown to any but the Inhabitants of the Country. He left where- 


focver he paſled the marks of an unheard of rage, and joyned the oo 
Body 
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Body of the Army that was encamped at Pramo!, T ſhall not here give 
an account of the Cruclties that were exerciſed here on theſe occalions 
and many others ; It ſhall] be ſufficient to report in the ſequel of this 
Relation, ſome Examples whereby one may judge of the relt. 

It is neceſlary to interrupt the Relation of the Actions of the French 
in the Valley of Peirouſe, bccaule their happened things in the Valley of 
Lucerne and Angrogue that ought to be known before. 

The Army of the Duke of Savoy having had their Rendezvouz at the 
Plain of S. Fobn the 22d. of April, was divided the next day into fſeve- 
ral Bodies, that attack d divers Entrenchments that the Waldexſes had 
m-dein the Valleys of Lacerxeand Angrogne. TneWaldenſes not being 
ablc to rcfiſt the Enemies Cannon in the Polt that were too open, where 
the Horſe might alſodraw up, were forced after ſome refiftance to aban- 
don a part of thele Entrenchments, and to withdiaw into a Fort that 
was more advantageous above Angrogne, where thcy found themſelves 
to be near hve hundred Men. The Enemy having burnt all the Hou- 
ſes chat they fourd in their way, came to ltorm the Fort of the JYalden- 


ſes, who reccived them fo warmly with their Muskets and Stones, and 


defended themſelves fo vigorouſly againlt this great Body, that they. 
kept their Poſt all that day without the loſs of above five men 3 the E- 
nemy lolt above three hundred, though they were covered with an In- 
trenchinent beyond Piltol (hot. The Waldesſes tearing that they ſhould 
not be able to keep this Fort any longer, by reafon that the Troops en- 
creaſed, paſſed into another ditiant an hundred paces beyond it, in a 
more convenient placey there they expected with great refolution the 
Army that advanc.d toattack themz when the next day being the 24th 
of April, they were informed that the Valley of S. Martin was furren- 


- dercd, and that the French were coming on their backs for from that 


Valley there is an eafie paſſage to thole of Lucerne and Angrogue, This 
ncws obliged the I/7aldenſes to treat with Don Gabriel of Savoy, Uncle 
to and Crmees of the Armies of the Duke of Savoy, and xg the reft 
of the General Othc.1rs, who having undertiood the mind of his Royal 
Hiphnels, promitcd potitavely on his part and on their own, that the 
ID 's1denſes ſhould be abſolutely pardoned, and that they thould be re- 
mitted co the terms of the Oider of the gth of April, provided they 
would yicld thcmfelves up to his Clemency : But the Waldenſes making 
ſome difhculty to contide in this promiſe, Don Gavrzel who had notice. 
of it, {cntthem a Note written and figned with his own hand in the 
name ot his Royal Highneſs, to this ette&t, Lay diwn your Arms in- 
mecdiately, and ſubmit your ſelves to bis Royal Highneſs's Clemency, in ſo- 
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doing, aſſure your ſelves that be will pardon you, and that your perſons and 

: thoſe of your Fives and Children (hatl not be touched, An aſlurance of 
this vature might give full fatistaction to tne Yaldeyſes tor the [ccurity 
of their hives and liberties, For betides that this promitc was made in the : 
name and on the part ot the Duke; on che other hand, though it had i 
b-cn made only by Don Gabriel and the General Ofhcers, it Ougnt NOT ; 
to be the leis inviolable. The }Yldenſes, then liy down their Arins, 
relying on - his promele, and the gra: colt purt of [hom went and furren- 
dicd thmiclves to their Enemies, believing that they thould be quick!y 
relicafcd. Bur all thoſe that yrclicd chemtclves in'o their hands, wie 
made Priſoners, and carricd to the City oft [ wucermre, under preience of 
L ading chum to his Royal Hiphnets to make choir fuonnions, The E- 
ncmies [ciz<d allo all the | olts that the I/auldenſes poſt tld in the Com- 
munity of Angrognes they were not content only to plundcr, to pillage 
and to burn the Houlcs of theſe poor Pe: plc, bur they a:fo cauſed a great 
numbcr ot the J/aldenſey of what Ape or Scx loever, to be put to the 


edg of the Sword, they ravithed abundance of Woin'n ard Virpins, | 
and in five, co mmiited Actions fo barbarous and brutith, triat they aie q 
enough to {irike horror tato the minds of all thufe that have any ſhame | 
or {cnc of tumanity Ict « There were neverthe}ifs many Ialdenſes, 


who attcr this compolition d:ſperled themielves up and down, not being 
willing co dcliver themiclves into the hangs of than Encwics, till they 
hid beard what became ol the titt that did: {-cing then on.the one hand, 
that the Army exercifcd all mannerot ourrages whitherlocver they came, 
and on the other, that ail thoſe that had turrcndered themſelves were 
detsincd, they kid themclves in the Woods, and {cnt a Petition to 
Don Gzbriel by a man of S. Fohn nam<d Bartholomew Fraſchie, tocnticat 
the relcalc of their Brethren whom they kept in hold contrary to their 
word, and to caule a ccflation of thoſe Acts of Hoſtiility that the Ar- « 
my exccuted alter fo barbarous a manner. Don Gavreel returncd' no 
an{wer to this r. queſt; but certain Ofhcers replycd to Frzſchie, that 
they carried the Waldenſes to Lacerne, for no other caulc, but to ask tor- 
givere(s ot his Royal Highneſs, and that afterwards they ſhould be re- 
Icaſed. In the mean time Don Gabriel cauſed the highct? places ot the 
Valley of Angrogne to be gained by part of his Army, who hnding no 
more oppotition, came as far as the Towcr, being the moſt confiderable 
Fort of the Waldenſes, in which they had the greateſt part of their Cat- 
tle, The Marqueſs de Parelle who commanded this Body of the Army, 
gave the Waldenſes to underſiand, that a Peace being concluded by the 
Capitulation of 4ygrogne, he offered to them the enjoyment of the trui s 
of 
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of the (id Peace. He aſſured them to this Me, on the Word ard 
Honour of a Gentleman, That if thy would dcliver themlclves into 
his hands, th:ir Perſons and thoſe of their Wives and Children ſhould 
be preſerved harmlels; that they might carry away with thein what 
th.y had a mind fo, without tear of having any thing taken from 
them that they had nothing to do but to come to Lecerze to make 
their Submiſſions to his Royal Highneſs ; and that upon this condi- 
tion, thoſe chat were willing to turn Carholicks, might retura with all 
Sifety to their Houſes and Goods ; and thoſe that would go out of 
the Eltates of Piedmont, ſhould have Liberty to depart, conforinably 
to the Order of the 9th of April, The IWaldeaſes that were in the 
Fie!d and in the Tower yielded themſelves again, upon the credit of 
thele Promiſes, that were no b<tter performed than the other: for the 
Enemics were no ſooner entred within the bounds of the Tower, when 
not only all that bclonged to the Yaldenſes, was left ro the plunder 
of the Soldiers, and of the Bandit: of Mondovi their mortal Enemies, 

who enriched themſclves with their ſpoils: but thoſe poor people, the 
prcatelt part of whom conliſted of o!d- Men, of fick Perſons, ard of 
Women and Children, were made Priſoncrs, with forre Miniſters 
who were among them, ard hurried along, ſo violently , chat thoie 
who through Age or Infirmity could not march fo fait as the Sovldiers 
would have them, had their Throats cut, or wcre flung OY | 
down Precipices. 

To return to the French, whom we left at Pramil in the Valley of 
Peirouſe, they committed a)moſt the ſame Outrages that the Dukes 
Troops had dons at Azgrogne and at the Tow:r in the Valley of Lucerne. 
\ They were encamp:d in a Quarter of the Community of Pramol, called 
11 Raz, diſtant about halt an hours march trom another Quarter calicd 
Peamian, where a Party of the Communitics of Pramol, St. Germaz., 
Praruſtia and Rocheplate were rctreated, to the number of 1500 per- 
ſons, as well Men as Women and Cnildren. The French might eaſily 
make a dcſ{cenr trom their Quarters to St. Germain, ard carry away the 
two hundred Waldenſes who had (o valiantly defended themiclves betore, 
and wire retreated within their Retrenchments : but they being in- 
tormed of the lols of the Valley of St. Martin\and of the Enemies March, 
quittcd this Intrenchment, tearing, leſt they ſhould be furprizcd in it, 
and went into Pexamian with their Brethren. They were conſulting how 
thcy might detend themſelves againlt the French who prepared to attack | 
them, when certain Inhabitants of the Valleys who had revolted to the 
Encmy, came and aſſured them that the Valleys ot Anzrogne and Lu- 
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cerne had already ſubmitted to their Prince's diſcretion, who had par- 
doned them, and referred them to the terms of the Order of the 9th of 
April. Thcy told them alſo, That he only oft-r*d them to pur an end 
toa War, the weight whereof thzy were not able to ſultain alone, and 
to procure for themſelves an advantageous Pcace. This News having 
in part broke the meaſures of the 1/z/dexſes, they ſent Deputies and a 
Drummer to treat with the General of the French Army, who dcfired 
nothing more than a Propoſition of Peace, He told them that his Royal 
Highn«l(s's Intention was fo pardon them, 211d promiſed them politive- 
Iv on the part of the Prince and on his own behalf, the Lives and Li- 
berty ot the /Yaldenſes, with a permitlion to return with all ſecurity to 
theis Houſcs and Goods, provided they would rcadily lay down their 
Arms: and whereas the Deputies repreſented to him that they feared 


It the French, bin» exaſperated with what had paſlcd ar St, Germain, 


ſhould revenge th:omir Ives on the I/2/denſis when they were difarmed 
hc made great Protcitations to them, and confirmed them with Oaths, 
that although the whole Army (hou'd pats by their Houſes, yet they 
fnould rot kill fo much as a Chicken. This Fropolition being made, 
Catimat Ectaincd with him ve of the Deputice, and (cnt back the others 
to give notice to the W/aldenſes, and to oblige all them that were dil- 
Pperled to mcet together the next day, being the 25th of 4pril, at Pex. 
mian, to the crd that every one mipht return to his Houſe after they 
were inform.d of the Peace, while the J/Yaldenſes were gathering toge- 
ther their ſcattered Families at Penumizn, Catinat gave an account of this 
Capitulation to Don Gabrie/, who {cnt a Courier to him in the Even- 
ing, who paſſing through Peumian aſſured the I/aldenſes that he brought 
Peace; and the next day at his Return, he told them that the Pcace 
was concluded. They were (o wel] perſuaded of it, that they had laid 
down their Arms the day before, obſerving the conditions of the Treaty, 
aud conhding wholly in Catinst's Promiſes. In theſe Circumtiances 
they were expccting the News at Peamzian, when there arrived a perſon 
named St. Peter, one of the Kings Captains in the Garriſon of the Fort 
of Peirouſe, with ſeveral Dragoons with him. This Captain, who was 
very. well known by the Waldenſes, repeated to them the aſſurances of 
Peace, and cauſed the Men to be put in one Quarter, and the Women 
and Children in another. The French Troops being arrived at the 
{ame time, told the Men that they had Orders to lead them to their 
own Houſes, and cauſed them to march four by four. Theſe poor 
people being torced to leave their Wives and their Daughters expo- 
{cd to the diſcretion of the Soldiers, were conducted, not to tocir Hou- 
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ſes, as they were told, but to Don Gabriel who was encamp:d on the 
Mountain de 1: Vachiere, and cauſed them to be carried Priſfow-rs to 
Lucerne. In the mean time, the Women ſuff.r'd all the abominable 
uſage and cruclty that the rage of brutiſh Soldiers could invent ; for 
theſe Baibarians were not ſatisfied with rifling them of all the money 
they had about them, but they raviſhed many Women and Virgins 
atrcr a manner that modeſty forbids to iclate, and murther'd {eve- 
ral of them that offer'd to refiſt in defence of th.ir Honour. Catinat 
was not preſent at this that was aC&tcd at Peumian. He fr the ma- 
nagement of this Afﬀair to certain Officers, without doubt that he 
might be out of the hearing of thoſe Complaints that the Waldenſes 
might juſily have made to him, er that he might not be a ſpectator 
of theſe villanous Actions, Howſoever it were, it is certain that belides 
the Women that were killed, and thoſe that eſcap:d by flight from 
the perſecution of thele Monſters, and ſaved themſelves in the neigh- 
bouring Woods, in danger of being killed by the Mulquets they ſhot to 
tiop them : all the reſt of them were dragg.cd to divers Prilons after a 
molt inhuman manner. 

It were needleſs here to alledge any reaſons to make it appear that the 
Enemies of the Faldenſes have broke in theſeRencounters the inoſt ſacred 
and moſt inviolable Laws. This Relation of what hath p«ſſcd is lutficient 
to confirm the truth, fince it is evident that the Yaldenſes have tallcn, as 
{o many Sacrihices to the falſe promiſes of their Enemies. And it is tn vain 
that they pretend to excuſe themſelves from this Treachery, under 
pretence that the Yaldeyſes were rebellious Subje&ts, who had taken up 
Arms againſt their lawful Princes for beſides that it were eafie to demon- 
ſtrate that they cannot be accuſed of Rebellion, fince they have only 
made uſe of a natural and warrantable Defence againſt the unjuſi and 
violent oppreſſion of the Council of the Propagation, and of their other 
Encmicsz on the other hand, the Queſtion is not whether the Falden- 
ſes have a right to do what they have done? The calc is preciſely con- 
cernivg the execution of thoſe Promiſes that have been made to them 
notwithſtanding this pretended Rebellion, fince this is the only Foun- 
dation of thoſe Promiſes that they made, Now it is certain that the 
breaking of their Word in this nature can never be juſtified bat by 
thoſe that follow this pernicious Maxim, That Faith is not to be kept with 


Hereticks. It is certain alſo, That Kings and Princes are {o much the. 


more obliged to condemn this Maxim , jn regard that they are the lively 
Images of God Almighty, who hath never failed to kecp his faithful 
Promiſes, and who hath always puniſhed Perjury and Perhidiouſnels 
| either 


either in the perfon of thoſe that have committed it, or in that of their 
Poſterity. Ir is alſo in vain that they would ſay, that when the 
I#aldenſes (urrendred themſelves, they only promiſed them their Lives, 
according, to the relation of the contrary party ; for it hath been juiithed 
that they had pokitively promiſed them their Liberty. Buc ſuppoling 
that they had only promiſed them their Lives, can it be ſaid in good 
truth that they have k« pt their Word ? Is it not rrue, on the contrary, 
Fhat they have cauſcd almolt all to expire under the weight of an un- 
ſupportable mifcry, ard of the hardcli Captivity that ever was ? 

The Valley of Peiroxfe being reduced as the others. by the Capt ula- 
tion of Permian, a Party of the French Army quitted this Valley, and 
went to jan Dox Gabriel at la Vachiere ; then it was that they gather- 

cd togcther the poor Waldenſes from all Parts, and dragged them inco 
_ divers Priſons or Caſtles, under pretence of leading them to his Royal 
Bighnels to ask his pardon 3 but.that which was moſt afflicting and 
molt lamentablc, was this, That they retuſed, upon their carnelt Pray- 
ers and Tears, to put their Families together. They leparated a Father 
from his Child, and a Husband from his Wite, to take away from 
them all means of fupporting and comforting one another. They 
broke the facred bonds of Nature and Conſanguinity, to the end that 
they might be the leſs able to withftand thoſe Temptations, and to un- 
dergo thoſe Evils that they had prepared for them they would have 
thoſe who could not bear the ſufferings and miſcries of a cloſe Con- 
finement, to be conſumed with the corroding anguilh and regret of 
being leparated ſo far from their Kindred. There was a great num- 
ber of young Boys and Girls whom they put not in priſon, but diſper- 
ted through Piedmont in private Houſes; yet this was not done upon 
point of Equity, but only to make them change their Religion, to 
cauſe them to be inſtruced in the Catholick, and to raviſh them from 
their Parents. 

There was alſo a conſiderable number of Faldenſes who had not 
ſurrendred themſelves, and were not taken. For thoſe of Villars, of 
Boby, and forme other Places in the Valley of Lacerze, would not come 
to compolntion as the rett did, that they might not partake of the 
ſame fortune, Several of thoſe of Aygrogue had joyned with them, 
having ſeen the Enemies break their word; and (everal 1/aldeaſes of 
the Valley of St. Martin had took SanGuary, and retreated into 
the Woods and in the Rocks, to eſcape the barbarous flixy of the 
French, who gave no Quarter. The Enemies were reſolved to become 
Maſiers of theſe Yaldenſes by force or by craft, as they had done to the 


others. 


others, For the effeQing this, while a body of the Army of the Duke 
of Savoy was engaged againſt thoſe that remained in Arms in the Val- 
ley of Lacerne, the French returned into that of St. Martin with the 
Marqueſs de Parelle, who was a Perſon well known to the F/aldenſes, 
and very fit to perſuade them. He knew by experience, that Policy 
was a more certain means to gain 1s ends than open Force. He made 
uſe of then ccriain Waldenſes who had yiclded themſclves, in whom 
the People had much confidence. He cauſed them to march at the head 
cf the Army, and with Piſtols preſented to their Breaſls, forced them 
not only to ſerve as Guides to the French, to diſcover the Waldenſes 
in their moſt hidden Receſles ; but alſo to write ſeveral Letters to the 
Valley of St. Martin, to exhort their Country-men to ſubmit them- 
ſclvcs to the Clemency of their Prince, whoſe Pardon was off:r'd to all 
thoſc who would accept it: and becauſe the meaſures that they had taken 
with reſpec to thole that had ſurrendred themſclves, might take away 
the credit of this Sollicitation, they added, in many of theſe Letters, 
That the Priſoners ſhould be ſuddenly releaſed; whereupon, on the 
light of theſe Letters, the Writing and Character whereot they knew, 
and on the aſſurance that the Marqueſs de Parelle, and the other ge- 
neral Othcers, gave the Waldenſes concerning the Peace and Favour 
of the Prince, a great number of theſc poor people delivered them- 
ſclves into their hands within a few days: many others were taken or 
butcher'd by the Soldiers 3 but thoſe that yielded themſelves, and 
choſe that were taken, had the ſame fate; and were cqually carried 
Priſoners into divers Priſons or Callles. » 
Whilk Subtilty or Cruelty depopulated the Valley of Sz. Martin of 
its Inhabitants, let us fee what happens in the Valley of Lucerae. The 
Waldenſes poſſeſſed among, others two Poſts, one called Faimis, and 
the other Chamroma, beyond the Tower, wherein a Party of thoſe that 
had eſcaped at Angrogne had cali themſelves. Theſe two Poſts cover- 
ed Villars, where there were about a thouſand Perſons, as well old 
Men as Women and Children. A detachment of the Army of the. 
Duke of > avoy enforced by the Banditi of Mondovi, came to attack theſe 
two Poſts, whercin the Faldenſes detendcd themſelves a whole day 
with extraordinary Courage: They killed a great number of Soldiers 
and conſiderable Officers, among whom was the Commander of. the 
Banditi. They had but fix men killed and as many wounded. The 
Enemies were extreamly wearicd, and having no more Ammunition 
left, began to think of a Retreat z but fince they might have been _ 


ealily purſued, and defcated in Retreating, they made ule of this | 
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Stratazem : Several Officers having laid their Arms and their Hats on 
the ground, approached in the Evening to the Intrenchment of Chan- 


1am4, With a Handkerchief ticd to the top of a Stick, and demandcd 


a Parley, to make Propolitions ct Peace: they ſhewed a Paper, and 
told the Ialderſes that they had jult now received Letters, the purporc 
of which was, That the Pcace wzs concluded in all the Valleys; that 
his Royal Highncſs had given a General Parden to all his Subj. &s, 
and that thuſe that were f{ti]] in Arms were comprechended as well gs 
the others: they aducd, That they had Ordcrs not to hghr any more, 
Lat to retreat; ard exhortcd the TFaideiſes to Co the ſame, ard to 
accept of this favour that his Royal Highnels had off:1'd thum, where- 
of the Pediſtz Prat, who was there preſent, might affure them. This 
Podjtz being well known to the IValdenſes, having joyned his Protelſia- 
tions. with thoſe of the Officers. and all together having poſitively pro- 


miſcd them their Lives and L'ibcrty provided that they would retire: 


the WWaldenſes of Chamrama conhding in ther Promiles, Icfe off hrinp, 
and gave their Enemies opporturity of retreating, and retreated allo 
themſelves, being :11 perſuaded that the Peace was made. There wcre 
\-vira! of the Community of Anzrogne who met at the Tower to enjoy 
the fruits of this Peace, but they were preſently committed to Pri- 
ſon. The Credulity ot th. //aldenſes made them Hole a fair opportu- 


"nity of reverging themſclves on their Encmiesz for they might with- 


ont trouble or danger have vanquiſhed thoſe Troops that had no 
Ammunition of War I.ft, and th. greateſt part of whom were in 
diſorder. The Encwy that tciyned to retrea*, only to cauſe the Wale 
denſes 10 retiie, and to oblige them to abandon the Poſt of Chamramys 
that was fo advantageous, bing reinforced with ſome Succors, im- 
mediatcly (ſcized on the (aid Poff., Thoſe that were at Faimer, and 
had made no Compoſition, were thereupon forced to quit their Poſt, 
becauſe it was commanded Ly the other, and to whecl off to the 
Hills of Vi/lars. The Enemy marched on after them, and encamped 
at Bonyet on the Avenues of Villars and Boby; they rcmaincd there 
two days without forming the Waldenſes, who were got together, 
and might make four or tive hundred men. The Officers of the 
Army ſpent this time in making Propoſitions of Peace to them, ac- 
companied with fair Promiſes if they yielded, ard terrible Threat- 
nings it they refuſed, The Waldenſes replied to theſe Propofitione, 


\ That they were defirous of nothing more than Peace, but that that 


which they cffcr'd them was more lamentable than War, ſince they 
could not purchaſe it but at the price bf their Liberty 5 that notwith- 


fianding 
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nandiog the Peace that rhey had promiſed to thoſe of Chamrams, in 
purſuance of wich they had quitted their Poſt, they had not left im” 

prifoning thoſe that ſurrendred themſelves ; and that the Exampl*® 
of their Brethren had ſufficiently inftrudted them what they were tO 
expe from ſuch Propolitions ; however this hindred not a greaf 
number of Waldenſes tom going to deliver themſelves into their hands; 
on the account that they had (worn to them, thoſe wito would ſub- 
mit (ſhould return quickly to therr Ho:ifcs, without being carried t9 
his Royal Highneſs ro beg his Pardon, but theſe aliv were clap'd in. 
Priſon, and treat:d afier the fame manner as the others. There 15 
great reaton to 2dinire the ealinels with which the I/aldenſes ſuffer'd 
themlelves (o often to be deceived. Burt it is to be obſerved, that there 
were many who could not bclieve that it was poſhiÞle for them to 
retilt after the reddition of the Body of the Valleys, others feared leſt 
Retitiance would be of milchievous conſequence to their Wives and 
Children thac were in Priſon, and the greateſt part could not be per- 
ſuaded that their Encmies would be ſo cruel as to cauſe thoſe to periſh 
in Priſon who had ſurrendred themſelves. They imagined that they 
ihou'd be diſcharged for a few Weeks Captivity, and that afterwards 
chey ſhould obtain their Liberty. 

However . the J/aldenſes being very much weakn«d, left Villars, 
which the Enemies ſciſed. They gave them reſpit till the 4th of May, 
when the Troops being re-inforced, went to attack Boby, where the 
IW aldenſes were retired 3 but they were vigoroully repulſed by 150 Wal- 
denſes who were on the Mountain of Szbjuſque, and without the loſs 
of a man, kill.d ſome Officers and a great number of Soldiers. Eight 
days after, the Army of France joined that of the Duke of Savoy, The 
Enemies then made their laſt Effort to gain Boby; but the Waldenſes 
defended themſelves fo reſolutely, that atter a Fight tiat laſted all the 
day, they forced the Army to retire, and to go and encanip at Sar- 
ſens, with the loſs of abundance of their men. The next day the 
Marqueſs de Parelle, who came from the Valley of $t. Martin, with 
a great Detachment pafſed the Mountain of Julian, which is one of 
the Alpes, that was thought, till then, inaccetſible, and prepared -to 
take the Faldenſes from above. This obliged the Faldenſes to aban- 
don Bebi, and to convey themſelves into the Woods and Rocks. 
The Marqueſs de Parelle, and the Count de Birchanteau, having oc- 
cupied the Poſts that the Waldenſes had quitted , ſent after them 
in help Retreat divers Perſons to exhort them to ſubmit 5-and to 
offer them fayour : {cveral'of thcle poor People being worn out with 

the 
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the Fatigue, and fore preſſed with Hanger and Miſery, yielded to this 
Offer, but they loſt their Liberty into the bargaiv. Others furrendred 
themiclves tro the Governor of Mireboue , on an atktance that he 
had given them of their Lives and Liberty 3 but he rewarded their Faiti) 
with a rigorous Impriſonment. There were ſeveral who had with- 
drawn themiclves into the Mountain cf Vandalin, and fought for 
ſome time with much Cuurage and good Fortune : but at lat they did 
as the others, and It themiclves be leduced by the Count de la Roche, 
Governor of the Valleys. Hc promiſed them poſitively, by a Letter 
wrote With tiis own hand, that they ſhould return co their Houſes 
with all freedom 3 but they had no ſooner quitted their Poli, than that 


he cauſcd them to be carried to Priſon, and took from them the Leteer 
that he had given them. 


The Encmies of the Waldenſes having thus by the means afore-. 
mentioned taken away the Lives of a multitude of People, deprived 
more than twelve thouland W2ldenſes of their Liberty, and taken away 
and diſperſed two thouland Children, thought that they had no more 
to do. They proceeded to carry on their Injultice to the utmolſi, and 
cauſed all the Goods of the IYalderſes to be conhicated. 

Atter this manner it was, that che Valleys of Piedmont have been 


de popu'ated of their ancient Inhabitants; that the light of the Goſpel 


hath been extinguiſhed in a Gountry where it hath ſhone fo bright for 
ſo many Ages that Perhdiouſneſs and Treachery hath eriumphed over 
the good Faith of the Faldenſerz that the Council of the Propagation 
and the reſt of their Enemics, have exccuted the delign they had 
formed for their Extirpation 5 and that the Yaldenſes have unjuſlly 
ſuffer'd, and for the (ole cauſe of their Religion, this horrible Perſe- 
cution and lamcntable Diſfipation, that ought to draw Tears from the 
eyes of all good Chriliians. But for the more perfet knowledge of 
what Spit their Perſecutors have been animated with, it will be re- 
quilite to take a prolpeR of the Outrages and Cruelties they have 
committed on thele occaſions. 
Although it is my dchign to give an Account only of thoſe diſmal 
ccRs ot their rage that were produced atter the Capiculations, yer 1 
cannot but mention the barbarous Enormities wherewith the French 
fignalizcd their entry into the Valley of St. Marti; not only becauſe 
they exceed thoſe bounds that Chriſtians ought to ſct to their Vidto- 
ries, but alſo becauſe they were committed on Perſons not capable of 
detending themſclves : 1t were eaſie to expole to publick view the Maſ. 
ſacre of fo many old Men, Women,end little Children that were ſacrificed 


tO 


to the fury of the Soldiers, the dcfolation of thoſe poor Women and 
Maidens, who after they had been raviſh:d, were conftraincd to march 
ftark naked at the head of the Army, to ſerve tor Guides to the Frexch, 
and the monſtrous and diabolical ations of thoſe enraged Soldiers 
that fatiatcd their inftamovs Lults on the very B dies of thoſe whom they 
had deprived of Lite, But I (hail paſs by all thoſe things, to produce 
ſome examples of Crueities and Opprefions executed after the fub- 
duing of th« Valleys. | 
The Sc}dicrs committed ſeveral Maſſicres at Angrozne, which I ſhall 
not ſpecifie, that I may not be engaged in too tedicus a recital. They 
raviſhed many Women and Maidens, whoſe Names ( for moleſty fake ) 
I thall ſpare. by reaſon that ſeveral of them are yet living. They would 
alſo have deflowered Margaret Maraude who was not fourteen years old, 
and becaule Fames Maraude her Father, and Margaret Maraude made 
fome oppolition to tnis Violence, they were mc inhumanly butcher- 
cd. Suſanna Oliviette and Margaret Baline endeavouring to prelerve 


their Chattity lofi therr Lives by the hands of theſe Barbarians. Foſeph 


David being wounded at eAngrogne, was carried by the Soldicrs into 
a neighbouring Houſe, where they caufcd him to be burnt, Four 
Women and three Children of Praruftia were murthered in a Cave 
in a Rock where they had hid themſelves. Daniel Fourneron's Mo- 
ther aged fourſcore years was tumbled down a Precipice coming from 
the Tower-ticld, becaule ſhe did not go faft enough. M. Denman killd 


the Wife of Fames Fourneron and Magdalen Roche, with a Back Sword, 


becauſe they had not delivered ſoon enough the Mony that they had 
about them. Mary Romain a handſom young Woman efpouſed to 
Fames Griot was maſſacred for firiving to maintain her Honour, An- 
other Maid for keeping hers, being calt into a River, was killed with a 
Musket-ſhot. Several Women and Maidens who are yet living, were 
dragged by the Hair into Houſcs, where they were raviſhed wich abo- 
minable circumſtances3 there was one of theſe who through deſpair 
flung herſelf headlong out at Window. Homnoria Fayer a young Child, 
being found with the Woman, was ſhot to death with a Fuzee : A great 
number of Women and Virgins trying to fave themfelves in the 
Woods to get out of danger of the Violences of the Soldiers, were dif- 
patched with Muskets that were ſhot off to ſtop them. The Marquels 
de Parelle and ſeveral Waldeuſes whom he cauſed to march to ferve him 
for Guides, paſhng through Plumian to go into the Valley of S. Martin, 
found the dead Bodics of many lictle Children cut in pieces,- feveral 
naked Women maſlacred with Swords, among whom there _ 
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ſome that had Stones throft into their Privy Parts: They ſaw alſo 


' ſeveral Soldicrs that carricd in their Hats the mark of an horrible 


Cruelty, and of a diabolical Impudicity, at the fight whereof, the 
Marqueſs de Parelle was cftended. In the Valley of S. Martiz there 
were {ix men, twenty Women, and ſome Children, who went to 
ſurrerder themſelves in the City of Peirouſe, upon promile that was 
made them that they ſhould reccive no harm. But as ſoon as they 
were ccme they ſhot theſe fix men to death in the preſence of their 
Wives. Fobn Ribet ot Macel being apprehended, they cauſed his Arms 
and Lcgs to be burnt, to oblige him to change his Rc<ligion 3 but God 
gave him the Grace to obtain the Crown of Martyrdom, in conliantly 
tuft ring the Death that cheſe Butchers put him to. They alſo inhu- 
manly murthcred Bzrtholomew Ribct, James Breus and his Son. They 
tyed a poor infirm Perſon to a Horſes Tai!, and drag'd him along till 
he expired. They hung up an old blind Woman before lier own Hout:.. 
They tound a Woman at the point ot being brought to bed, and com. 
mitted two Murthers at one blow, taking away her Lite and that of 
the Child in her Belly. They purſued atter two young Maids from 
a place called Je Colet to another quarter named Bonntor, where having 
evcrtook them they raviſh:d them, and at length ſhot them to death 
and hack'd them in pieces. Four Women falling at the ſame time 
into the hands of theſe Barbarians, had the fame fortune, with this 
difference only, that betore they were ravithed and maſſicred, they faw 
their Childrens Throats cut, at a place called the Fountains, They 
cut open the Body of a Mother and her Child, . and tore out their 
Entrails which they burned in the Fire. They killed a great num- 


ber of Children in the ſame place, becauſe they were fick, and had 


not (irength to follow them into the Priſons where they would have 
carried them. Twenty two Perlons who were for a long time hid in 
the Woods, the great«ft part of whom were Women and Children, were 
found by theſe Murthercrs on the Mountain of Pelue, and flung down 
headlong into dreadful Abyſs croſs the points of the Rocks, where 
the Entrails of theſe Martyrs were (ccn a great while after. In the 
Valley of Lucerne, Suſanna the Wife of Damiel Violin, Katharine the 
Wife of Fames Negrin, and Anne- Melanote and her Daughter, had 
their Throats cut with a Baionet, Some Soldiers having ulcd their ut- 
moſt endeavours to flea Daniel Pellene alive, and not being able to 
pull the Skin over his Shoulders, laid him along upon the ground, 
put a great Stone upon his Belly, and cauſed him to expire in this 
condition. Daniel Blumerol loſt his life by the means of a Cord that 

they 
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they tied violently about his Head, his Belly, and his Privy Members. 
Anne and Magdalen Vittorie, and ſcvcral others were butnt. The 
Wife of Daniel Moniu was maſſacred with a Back-Sword, and had her 
Head chopt in pieces. Ayne Baſtianne was tumbled down the Preci- 
pices. David Moudoy had his Head cleft aſunder with a broad Sword. 
Margaret Salvajote being fiript ſtark naked, was run through with a 
Dagger in ſeveral parts of her Body, but the did not ſuffer only this 
cruel Death in her own perſon; for before they cut her Throat, theſe 
Ruffians mortified her little Daughter about ſeven months old bcfore 
her face, and daſhed her Hcad againſt the Rock, ill all her Brains 
flew out. They cut Mary Salvajot in picces with a Scimeter, They 
pierced Mary Durexd through with a Dagger becauſe ſhe reſiſted their 
deſign to raviſh her. They cut the Throat of the Mother of the © 
Sicur Bertrand a Miniſter, a Perſon that was 80 years old, and lay 
Bed-rid through extreme old Age. A certain Maiden of Boby was 
tyed ſtark naked croſs a Mule, with her Privy-parts expoſed to publick 
view, and was led about in this condition through the City of Lxcerne, 
Amongſt a great number of Waldenſe: whom they hanged at Boby, 
there was oue called Antbony Malanot, whom the Soldiers thot at (cve- 
ral tines after he was dead, taking for their Mark tholc paits of his 
Body that modeſiy forbids to name. The Soldiers having found a 
Woman named Faimonate in a hole in a Rock on the Mountain of 
Carbongieres, brought her to the Marquels de Bevil Colonel of the Re- 
giment of Savoy, who demanded of her how long ſhe had been in 
that Cavern, and what Food ſhe got there: ſhe made Anſwer, that 
lhe had been there eight days, and that ſhe nouriſhed her elf witch 
2 lictle Milk of a Shee-Goat that ſhee took along with her: They 
would force her at length to diſcover where the Faldenſes were that 
hid themſelves in the Rocks 3 but ſhe proteſting that ſhe knew nothing 
of them, the Soldiers having put her to a fort of Torture by faſtening 
their Matches to her fingers to make her ſpeak, tied her Feet to her 
Head backwards, and m this poſture hurled her down a Precipice: 
but as (he was ſtopped in falling, the Soldiers flinging Stones and. 
Brick-bats at her, cauſed hex Bowels to drop out of hcr Belly, and. 
thruſt her down headlong in the preſence of the Marqueſs de Bevil, A 
young Lad of the Valleys, by name David Magnot, whom the (aid 
Marqueſs took for his Domeltick Servant, and who had afterwards 
roade his eſcape, was an Eye-witneſs of, and related this horrible A- 
Gion. Daniel Mondou an Elder of the Church of Roras, after he had 
been ſpeRator of the Death of his two Sons Fohn and Fames Moudon, 


whoſe Heads the Soldiers cut off, having feen Fobn's Wife cleaved 
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aCander from her Breaſt to the bottom of her Belly, her Child alfo 
knock'd on the Head that was but fix weeks. old, and fFames's two 
Children cut in pieces, one whereof was four years old, and the other 
but fourteen months, was conltrained by theſe Butchers to carry the 
Heads of his two Sons on his ſhoulders, and to travel thus bare-toot 
ewo hours, till they. came to Lucerne, where he was hanged In the mid- 
dle of theſe Heads that were {tuck upon the Gibbet. I (hall pals over an 
infinite number of cxaimples of Barbarity of the like nature; not to 
mention the miſcrable Death of ſo many old Men, Women, young 
Infants and fick perſons that died with cold and hunger in the Wouds 
or in the clefts of the Rocks: Not to mention an incredible number of 
Priſoners that were hanged without form of Julltice on the branches of 
Trees, or in the Towns and Villages, amony whom there was one 
Par Megle aged 27 years, whom they carricd from his Bed to the Gal- 
lows. At preſent I ſhall content my ſelf with what I have already re- 
Jated, which may be ſufficient to ſhew how far the fury of the Ene- 
mies of the IValdeyſes proceeded. I ſhall only add hcre the Death of 
the Sicur Leides that equally defcrves pity and admiration: He was 
Minilter of Prabe in the Vallcy of S. Martin, who had «{caped at the 
fubduing of the Valleys, and had hid himſ{cltfor ſome time within the 
Caverns of the Rocks; He was taken by a Detachment of Soldiers, 
and carricd to Lucerne into the Palace of the Marqucſs of Angrogae, 
where the Duke of Savoy was at that time: He was putin priſon within 
a Tower of this Palace, and fetter'd with a kind of Stocks that were made 
with two thick picces of Timber, between which they lock'd his Legs : 
He remained a great while in this condition, fcd with Bread and Water, 
not being able to lie down by reaſon of the weight of thoſe Shackles ; 
it was reported that he had taken up Arms, but it was a falſe Accuſq- 
tion, from which he was cleared 2ven by the Tefiimony of thoſe that 
apprehended him :. They let him lie ſeveral months in Priſon, without 
bringing him to his Tryal, and fome Judges themſelves detired to be 
excuſed from being concern'd in his Proccls. In the mean time there 
was not a day piſſed wherein he was not expoſed to the Perſecutions of 
the Monks and Prieſts, and had great Diſputes with them about matters 
of Religion, wherein he came off always victorious. They cauſed one 
day two Bibles to be brought, wherein he demonſtrated to them fo clear- 
ly the truth of his Belief, that being alhamed and put to confuſion, they 
retired after a Conference of four hours. They often threatened him 
with Death, thinking thereby to affright him, and told him ſeveral times 
that there was no other means to preſerve himſelf, but by turning Ca- 
tolick. But he received the news of his Death with a great deal of 
Tranquillity 
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Tranquillity. He replyed to them, that although he knew well that they 
could not put him to death with Juſtice, ſince he was not taken in Arms, 
and that belides the Duke of Savey had pardoned all his Subje&s; ne- 
verthelcls he was prepared for death, eſteeming himſelf moſi happy to 
be able to ſuffer for the Name of Jelus Chriſt. He fortified by his: «xam- 
ple and pious Exhortations the Prifoners that were in the ſame Palace, 
ſome of whom were permitted to {ce him, At Jaſt, the Monks and 
Prictts provoked with his Zeal and Conftancy, found out Judges who 
were willing enough to condemn him to Death. The day that he was 
executed, the Auditor Salvay cauſed Sentence to be pronounced again 
him in the preſence of certain Monks, he heard the publication thereof 
with a religoation altogether Chriſtian, without any emotion, trouble 
or fear appearing in his Countenance. The Monks lett him not that 
day, and although he dcfi:ed them ſeveral times to leave him to his re- 
poſc, that he might pray to God freely without diſturbance, yct they 
always perſecuted him,and forced him to enter intoa Diſpute with them, 
thinking that he was not in a condition to maintain it; but he acquit- 
ted himiclf with that Courage and preſence of Mind, that they were 
altoniſhcd at it, This did not hinder them nevertheleſs ftrom coming 
apain the next morning at break of day, to give chemſeves the pleaſure 
of tormenting him, cven to the end of his life. He faid as he was go- 
ing out of the Prilon, that it was the day of adouble deliverance to him, 
tince his Body went out of Captivity, and his Soul was agoing quickly 
out the Priſon of his Body to enter into Heaven, to enjoy the full Liber- 
and Pleaſurcs of the bleſſed. He went to Execution with an holy Joy . 
and admirable Reſolution, deſpiling cqually both the Life that the 
Monks offered him, and the Death chat was (ſet before his eyes; he 
made a long and g9o0d Prayer at the foct of the Scaffold, with which all 
that aſſiited were extremcly touched. He pronounced theſe words on 
the Ladder, O my God, into thy hands I recommiend my Spirit ; and 
dycd a Dcath ſo edifying, that the Monks themſelves, who torſook him 
not to the lalt, were forced to avouch that he dicd like a Saint. - 

At that time there remained on]y in the Valleys certain Inhabitants, 
who prctcrring Death betore Slavery, would not hearken to any Pro- 
poſitions of Peace whatſoever. Soine of theſe were in the Valley of 


_ S. Martin, and although they could not know one anothers Dcfigns, 


becauſe the Army was encamped between the two Valleys, and hindered 


them from having any Communication, yet they were all of the ſame 


mind, and equally took up a reſolution worthy of immortal Praiſe. 
They remained a long time hid and diſtreſſed in theMountains,that they 
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might avoid falling into the hands of the Enemies that every day fent 
out Detachments to ſurprize them 3 one cannor ſufficiently admire the 
Conltancy with which they endured all the Fatigues and all the Mileries 
to which they were expoſcd, but eſpecially that whereby they ſuffered che 
extremity of hunger, for they were often” compelled to feed on the 
graſs of the Fields, and to ext D 'gs and other Beaſts that came to devoir 
the dead Bodies of thole I/aldenſes that were lett unb..ried. But the 
French and the Bandiii of Vondovi being retired, they w: re no more (o hard 
ly prefled by the Duke of Sawny's Army that remaincd alone in the Val- 
ley. Then it was that they that were in the Valley of Lwcerne began to 
goout of their places of refuge to ſearch for ſome Victuals wherewith to 
tultain thiur languiſhing Lives, There were found in this Valley but 42 
Men, ſome Women, and Childrcn when they were got together z never- 
thelefs they made ſeveral Incurfions into the Plain, from whence they al- 
ways Ccarricd aWay Victuals and Booty, defeated in ſeveral Rencounters. 
{rveral Detachments of the Enemies, killed or drove away a great num- 
ber of S$avoyards that were come to inhabit in the Valleys, and laftly for 
ſome months, committed Actions, fo ſtout, ſo bold and fo vigorous,that 
they put the Enemies to Contribution, and forced them to furniſh them 
with Proviſions for ſome time, to hinder them trom continuing their 
inroads into the Plain, I ſhall not here recite all theſe marvellous A- 
a&ions, that I may not be engaged in too long a Relation : TI (hall only ſay 
thus much, That the Court of Txrin having to no purpole made uſe of 
force to drive them out of the Valleys, cauled an offer to be made them 
of {afe Condud, in due form, and Hoſtages for the (ecurity of their re- 
treat. They that brought the Propoſition to the Ialdenſes, took no 
care to avouch that they ated by order of the Court of Turin. But they 
affirmed on the contrary, that they treated only on their own account, 
and at the motion of ſome Perſons that had promiſed to procure tcr 
them theſe ſafe Conducts, and to cauſe Holtages to be given; but it is 
- Certain that theſe Overtures mere not made without the participation oft 
the Court: For b.ſides that no private perfon durft have undertook 
ſach a negotiation of his own head, the ſafe ConduQs that were aftcr- 
wards dilpatch*d make it appear plain enough, that alt was done by the 
orders of the Court, However it were, the Waldenſes at firſt refuſed 
to hearken to this Propofition, whether it were brcauſe they thought 
that they ought not to give any credit to their words, or becaule they 
were rcfolved cither to periſh,or to bring the Priſoners out of Captivity, 
Death being moerecligible tothem than Life, ſo lorigas their Brethren 
groancd ander their Chains. Sorne time after this Propofition was on 
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newed, they made uſe of divers Conſiderations to oblige the Waldenſe 
to acccpt it. They told them that the D.of Savey had declared that as lon 
as they were in Arms, the Priſoners ſhould not be releafed, and Protliiſee 
them poſitively that as {von as th: ywere gone,orders ſhould be given toſct 
their Brethren at liberty : mm{omuch that the Faldenſes confidering on 
the one fide that the Winter drew nigh, and thar they could not ex- 
peR any rclicfz and on the other fide, rhat their Refittance might give 
\ them a pretence to detain the Priſoners, thought it was beſt for them 
to retire out of the Eltates of Predmoat. It was agreed then and 
ordained, That thcy ſhould go out of the Valleys with their Wives 
and Children, Arms and Baggage, in two Troops cr Brigades, that 
ſhould be detrayed and conducted to Saitzerland at two leveral times, 
by one of his Royal Highneſs's Ciptains nam:d Perret, with Cafe 
Condudts in due form: That for the ſccurity of the tirlt Troop.that 
ſhould depart, Hoſtages ſhould be lIcfc in the Valleys in the hands of 
the ſccond, who ſhould keep them till they were certified of the Ar- 
rival of the firſt; and that as ſoon as the firſt Troop ſhould be ar- 
rived, this Captain (ſhould give them an Officer of his Kindred for 
an Hoſtage till ſich time as the ſecond Troop ſhould be allo arrived. 
This Treaty was faithfully executed 3 for theſe two Troops arrived 
happily in a place of fccurity with thcir Arms and Bapgage under 
the Condudt of the (aid Captain, One r:mirkable Circumſtance is 
not to be forgotz that is, That the Waldenſes could never be brought 
to conſent to a Retreat, till they had ſent them back ſome of their 
Kinsfolks that were in Priſon, and in effect carried them away along 
with them; whence it may be inferred, That this Treaty was mana- 
ged by the Court of Tarin ; fince theſe Pcifoners could not have been 
delivered but by their Orders. 

The Waldenſes that were in the Va'ley of Sr. Martin ated almoſt 
the (ame things as the other had done in the Valley of Lacerne: for al- 
though they were reduced at laſt to twenty five men, and ſome 
Women and Children, yct ghey defend.d themſelves with fo much 
Courage and Reſolution, that they procured for themiclves (afe Con- 
duas and Securitics to paſs into Switzerlaid with their Wives and 
Children, Arms and Baggage. It is (aid, That thoſe that were in one. 
Valley knew not what paſlcd in the other, becaufe the Army. hin- 
dred ther from keeping any correſpondence one with another. If 
they had been able to joyn together, or to have heard any News one 
of another, they had without doubr made a more advantageous Com- 
poſition, and it may be have reſcued their Brethren: out of Capti- 
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vity. For whether the Court of Turiz would have been obliged to 
maintain an Army in the Valleys to hinder the Incurſion of the Wa!- 

' denſes, or whether they had a defign to re-people that Country with 
Sawoyards, who would not care to go and inhabit there, as long as there 
were any in Arms it is probable that to caule them to depart, they 
would have conſented to deliver the Priſoners. 

Whilſt the valiart 7/aldenſes retreated into Switzerland by vertue 
of the Hoſtages and ſafe Conducts that their Arms had procured, the 
generous reformed Cantens tranſacted for the liberty cf che Prifo- 
ner-. They had wrote ſeveral times in va'n to the Court of Turin 
on this Subjc& : but as their Zeal and Charity never fails, they 
called an Aſſembly at Arau in the Month of Seprember 1656, in 
which they re(olved once more to demand the rclcaſe of the Priſo- 
ners: to this «ftfket they lent two Deputies to the Count de Gowon 
the Duke of Savy's Relident at Lucerne 1n Switzirland. Thele 
Deputies having carried the Propoſition to this Refident, and ha- 
ving repreſented to him the reaſons that induced the Reformed 
Cantons to intcrcede tor the IPaldenſes, concluded a Treaty. with 
him in the b:ginning of Ofober by agreement of their Superiors, 
The tenor of this Treaty was, that the Duke of Savoy ſhould give 
liberty to all the Priſoners to go into Switzerland in ſafety, and 
that he ſhould cauſe them to be cloathcd, condicted, and their 
Charges born to the fronticrs of Switzerland, where the Retormed 
Cantons (hall cauſe thcm to be received and conduded into the 
heart of their Country, that they may not be in a condition to re-en- | 
ter into the Territories of Piedmont. When this Treaty, was made 
they were ignorant without doubt at Lucerne, that che JYaldenſes 
afore-mentioned were already retired ; for there is an Article that 
imports that the Duke (hould give them ſafe Conducts in due form, 
that they might be able to retreat frecly and ſecurely, which they 
would not have inſerted in this Treaty, if they had known what 
had paſſed with reſpect to them. However the Cantons immediate- 
yy ratified this Treaty; but the Duke-of Savoy did not ratific it 
ell ſome time after, in a Letter that he wrote to them on this 
occaſion, in which he appoints the Road through which the Pri- 
ſoners (hould paſs, by Mountains then inacccthble, and by the 
Country of Valay that belongs not to the Duke of Savoy, nor to the 
Switzers, and thorow which there is no going without agreeing for 
a Paſſage with che Biſhop of $9n in whoſe juriſdiction it is. It was 
evident that they deſigned to raile obſtacles .to hinder the execution of 
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this Treaty; otherwiſe they would not have appointed a paſfage 
through other Territories than their own, where there 'are Roads 
much more convenient to go into Switzerland. The Reformed. 
Cantons complained thercot to the Count de Govay, who having wrote 
about it to the Court of Twriaz, at length the Duke order'd their 
paſſage through that part of Savoy that borders on the Canton of Bern, 
and cauſcd the Priſons to be opened; but it was in the middle of 
Winter and in a (eafon fo rigorous, that according to all appearance, 
thoſe that had eſcaped the miſeries of the Prifons would have periſh- 
ed on the way. | 

It would be very difficule to repreſent all the Miſeries and Cala- - 
mities that the Priſoners have endured during a Captivity of more 
than nine months, There are nevertheleſs exa& Mcmorials of 
what hath paſſed in every Priſon, out of which a particular Re- 
lation might bz collected : but fince it would exceed the due 
bounds ot this preient Narrative, I ſhall only give a general Idea 
of the Hardſhips they have ſuffered, expeQing a more particular 
enumeration of them hereafter. They were put in Priſon at (c- 
v<ral times, according to the different Circumſtances wherein they 
ſurrendrcd themlelves or were taker. They were &gilperſed to 
the number of about two thouſand, as well Men as Women and 
Children, into fourteen Priſons or Caſtles of the Eſtates of Pied-_ 
mont, and they were more or lels ill uſed according to the Hu- 
mour of thoſe that had the Government of thoſe Prifons : but' it 
is ccrtain, that every where they were expoſed to many Inconve- 
niencies and great Sufferings. In every Priſon they had nothing-. 
but Bread and Water for their ordinary Food 3 neither had they as 
. much of that as neceſſity required. In ſome Priſons they gave them: 
very bad Bread, black and heartleſs without Subſtance, kneeded up- 
with dirty Water taken out of Sinks and Kennels, in which they of- 
ten find pieces of. Mortar, Glaſs, and other O1dure: in other placcs: 
they gave them ſtinking and corrupted Water, of which they . could 
hardly drink: they were forced in ſome places to take it out cf 
a Pond wherein they had watercd Cattel and flung - in Dogs. In 
ſome places they would not ſuffer them to take Water out of the 
Wells, but cauſed it to be poured into Troughs and expoſed to the 
Sun-beams and to the heat of the Weather, that they might not: 
drink. it till jc were lukewarm. In other Parts they would give 
them no Water but at certain ſet hours, out ef which it was not- 


permitted them to take any, thoughthey were ready to dye 6g 
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Thirſt ; which hath cauſed many poor fick Perions to expire for 
want of a Glaſs of Water to refreſh their parched Bowels. They 
were compelled almoſt every where to lye on the hard Bricks 
with AE: the Chambers of Piedmont are paved, without Straw ; 
or if in ſome places they had any given them, 1t was either redu- 
ced to Chaft, or as rotten as Dung. They were ſo crowded to- 
gether and ſtuffed up in ſome Priſons, that they were ſcarcely able 
ro ſtir themſelves; and when any of them dyed, which happened 
every day, they put others in their room, that they might be al- 
wavs equally preſſed. The ſuffocating heat that there was 1n the 
Sammer, and the Corruption wich which the Chambers were in- 
te&ted, by realon of the Sick, had engendred abundance of Lice 
that would nor let the Priſoners {leep night nor day; there were alſo 
grear Worms that eat thorow their skin : there were ſeveral ſick 
Perlons to be ſeen that were ( if we may ſo ſay) eaten up alive 
with Worms; for by continual lying, as not being able to riſe or 
life themſelves up, theſe poor People were become ſo mangy, that 
cheir veiy skin being already putrifhed, parted from their Fleſh and 
mouldred awav 1n pieces: they left them thus flead and miſerably 
12nguſhing till death put a period to all their Sufferings. They have 
not only endured all the inconveniencies of exceflive heat, bur al- 
{o thole of extreme cold; for in the middle of Winter they never 
allowed them any hire to warm themſelves at, nor gave them any 
cloths to cover themtielves with, tho' they lay 1n upper Rooms, that 
for the moſt part had no Windows. They never were permitted ne1- 
ther during the Summer, nor yet in the Winter, to have any Can- 
dles or Lamps to give Light in the ob{cureſt nights, notwithſtanding 
they have ofcen defired ic, to find means to ſuceor the f1ck, many 
of whom have died for want of reliet: a great number of Wo- 
men have alſo expired 1n the pains of Child-birth merely for want 
of help in the dark, and the loſs of them hath bzen followed 
- with that of their Infants, who have received Death the ſame 
moment wherein they ſhould have received Life. "They have 
put fick People whom they had ſeparated from the whole, in- 
to open places, to be expoſed to the 1njuries of the Air and the 
Weather, whether fair or foul, wet or dry. But this ſort of Cru- 
- ley hath proved in ſome manner charitable, fince 1 hath cau- 
ſed them to find an end to their Sufferings and Sorrows in that of 
their Lives. In other Priſons they have put many Children taken 
with the Small-pox into wet Yards, and on the Gutters of the rg. 
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forcing them to receive the water that falls from thence. They are” 
not content not to afford the ſick any relief themſelves, but hinder 
others from bringing them any ſuſtenance, as Water-gruel, Broth, 
&c. Whenever the Priſoners dare ſo much as to complain of the 
little care they take of them, they reproach them with threatnings, 
and blows. They tell them that inſtead of havingcompaſlion on 
them, they will uſe them like Dogs till ſuch time as they are all 
dead. There 15 hardly a Priſoner that is not ſeized with many di- 
ſtempers. There hath been ſuch a great- number of ſick people 
- together, that they have counted threeſcore and fifteen at the ſame 
time 1n one chamber: They have taken away out of the Priſons 
many young Children, notwithſtanding the oppoſition of their Pa- 
rents. In fine, the Priſoners have been ſo barbarouſly uſed, that it 
15 ſcarce poſlible to believe, that among thole that bear the name of . 
Chriſtians, there could be found ſo much inhumanity, were it not 
known to what degree the Enemies of the —_ have extended 
their fury. But we cannot doubt of the exceſs of nuſeries that theſe 
poor Captives have endured, ſince we have been informed that 
more than $000 perſons have expired under the weight of this cruel 
bondage. In the mean time, as if the ſufferings wherewith their 
bodies were afflicted were not ſufficient, they have even perſecuted 
their very ſoulsafter a moſt dreadful manner. For the Monks and 
the Prieſts have tried all the means imaginable to oblige them to 
changetheir Religion. The good God hath nevertheleſs given them 
che grace to perſiſt in the Truth, and there are very few that have 
yielded to the force of theſe temptations: thoſe that turned were 
rreated a little more gently than the others, but they gave them not 
cheir liberty. 
The Priſoners were reduced to this lamentable condition, when 
the Duke of Savoy cauſed the Order to be publiſhed in the Priſons, 
that permitted them to go out, and to retreat into Switzerland, This 
publication was not made every where in the ſame manner, nor at 
the ſame time; but ſucceflively, and with proportion to the depar- 
ture of the Priſoners. It was made nevertheleſs in the greateſt part 
of the Priſons by the means of an Auditor who cauſed the P:1foners 
to appear before him, and told them that thoſe that had a mind 
to retreat out of the Eſtates of Piedmont to gointo Switzerland were 
permitted ſo to do; even thoſe that had promiſed to change their 
Religion, becauſe that promiſes that had been made in a Prifon 
ought to be look'd on as forced and I, and by pr” 
nu 
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nul and void. He added that they were left to their liberty, whe- 
ther they would go, or ſtay behind and change their Religion ; ne- 
vertheleſs the Priſoners had not all this freedom of choice that they 
pretended to grant them. For the Monks and the Officers of the 
Priſons who were preſent at this publication endeavoured to hinder 
the effects thereof. Sometimes they repreſented tothem that the ri- 
gour of the Seaſon, and the cruelty of the Soldiers that conducted 
them, would cauſe part of them to perith on the Road. Sometimes 
they flatter'd them with che hopes ot returning to their Houſes 1f 
they would abjure their Religion. But when theſe Confiderations 
could not movethem, thev beat them outragioully, as 1t hapned in 
the Priſons of 4j#,where the Governor gave them a thouſand blow; 
with hisCane in the preſence of the Auduor Leonardy.They ſhut them 


- up indeep ditches, and 1n very ſtinking places, as were the Priſons 


of Queiraſque and others. In fine, they raiſed fo. many obſtacles, 
that there were ſeveral that yielded to the temptation, and conſent- 
ed to renounce their Rehgion. Burt inſtead of ſending them back 
<0 their Houſes, they carried them at length,as 1t were into captivi- 
ty,mmto the Province of Yerceil, being the molt barren, and the leaſt 
fertile part of all the Duke of Sawoy's Dominions. I cannot omir 
{ome circumltances that were very remarkable; one whereof is, 
that ſeveral young Children, as well thoſe that had been taken out 
of the Priſons, as thoſe that were diſperſed through Picdmont, hear- 


_ ing that the priſoners were ſet at liberty, defired to go along with 


their Parents and Kindred, but they would not ſuffer them to do 
it : the other is, that the permuhion to depart was not publiſhed in 
the Priſons of Lucerne, but only ſtuck upon the Walls, that the Pri- 
ſoners might have no benefit thereof: And laſtly, they would not 


g1ve liberty to the Priſoners that were inthe deep duches of 4/#, 


nor to the families that were inthe Citadel of Turin. 

Soon afrer this publication, they caufed the. Faldenſes to depart 
in ſeveral Troops or Brigades,that were conducted to Geneva by the 
Officers, and Soldiers of the Duke of Savoy. They had promi- 
{ed by the Treaty made with the Count de Gowonto Cloath all the 
Priſoners; whereupon they gave them certain old tattered Coats, 
and ſome pairs of Stockings; but as they executed the Treaty in 
this particular, they broke 1t 1n others much more conſiderable. For 
befidesthe Cruelties that they exerciled againſt ſeveral Brigades; they 
took away a great number of young Children upon the Road. There 
hapned amonglt others, two things by which ons may judge of the 
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reſt. One reſpe&s the Priſoners that were at Mcndowt ; they cauſed 
to be publithed at Chrimas, about five of the Clock in the evening, 
the Order that gave them permiſſion to depart ; they told them 
that if they 'd1d not go away immediately upon the ſpot, they 
ſhould have no benefit of the Order, becauſe they intended to re- 
voke it the next day. Theſe miſerable creatures were all diſabled 
and worn out with Diſeaſes and languiſhing Pains. Nevertheleſs 
they choſe rather co go free, and to expoſe themſelves to a mani- 
feſt danger, than to groan any longer under this cruel Captivity. 
They departed then in a night the moſt cold, and the moſt in- 
convenient that can be poflibly imagined, and travelled without 
ſtopping, four or five miles over the Snow and the Ice, but with 
{o great misfortune, that there were more than an hundred and 
fifty that fainted under this fatigue, and dyed by the way, without 
any poſlibility of ſuccour trom their Brechren. The other 1s in 
reference to the Priſoners that were at Foſſan. There was a Brigade 
of theſe Priſoners that having lain at Newalaiſe, at the foot of 
Mount Senis, perceived the next morning as they were going, a 
great ſtorm to ariſe on that Mountain. Some of them cauſed the 
Officer that conducted them to take notice of that ſtorm. They 
entreated him to ſtay till it was over, and not to expoſe them to 
an apparent deſtruction, but to take pity of ſo many perſons, the 
greateſt part of whom were feeble, and without ſtrength ; they. 
told him alſo that if he would be ſo charitable to them, they would 
ask him for no Bread, chooſing rather to paſs without eating, than 
to venture to caſt themſelves on this danger : but this Officer was 
. ſo rigorous and unmerciful, as to cauſe them ta march on, and to 
Sacrifice part of them to his barbarous cruelty. For there were 
about twenty 11x that dyed under Mount Senis, being deſtroyed by 
the tempeſt. They were old Men, fick Perſons, Women, and 
little Children, that had not ſtrength to reſiſt the rigour of the 
bad weather, whom their kindred were compelled to leave behind 
them for a prey to the wild Beaſts, becauſe this Officer would 
not fufter them to take any care of them : on OR PIs, 
and ſeveral Merchants, who ſoon after pailed by this Mountain, 
{aw the bodies of theſe miſerable wretches extended on the Snow, 
and the Women having their Children in their Arms. How- 
ever, this teſtimony muſt be given to the truth, that ſeveral 


Ofhcers, that conducted the Waldenſes, took a particular care 
of them. 
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The Reformed Cartons being informed of the taking away of 


the Children, and the other ill treatment received by the Walden: 
{es on the way, thought that they were ſtill obliged 1n Charity to 


fallicit in their behalf. Therefore to that end they ſent Depu- 


ties to the Court of Turin, as well in favour of the march of the 
Brigades that were not yet arrived at Geneva, as to demand the 
reſtitution of the Children that were taken away on the Road, 
and of the young Boys and Girls that were diſperſed through P:ed- 
mont, when the Valleys were ſubdued. And fince they had re- 
ceived at the ſame time a Letter from the Count de Gower, where- 
in he acquainted them that his Maſter had deferred for ſome time 
the deliverance of the Miniſters, and that he would not releaſe 
ſome Priſoners that had been taken in Arms, and that had been 
condemned to work all their life-time 1n his _ Highneſs's 
Fortifications : the Reformed Cartons charged their Deputies 
29a4in to demand the liberty of the Miniſters, and of all the other 
Priſoners conformably to the Treaty made with the Count 4e 
Govon. But before we ſpeak of the ſucceſs of this Negociation, 
let us ſee in what condition the Faldenſes were, when they ar- 


rived at Geneva. © 


They arrived at ſeveral times, and in ſeveral Tous or Brigades, 
that compoſed in all but two thouſand five hundred perſons ; 
but they were in ſolad and deplorable a condition, that it1s not poſ- 
{ible ro expreſs it. There were ſeveral _ people that expired 
between the two Gates of the City, and that found the end of 
their lives in the beginning of their liberty ; others were ſo con- 
ſumed with diſeaſes and pain, that _=— thought every moment 
they would dye in the Arms of thoſe that had the Charity to en- 
tertain them. Others were ſo frozen with cold that they had not 
ſtrength enough to ſpeak; ſome ſtaggered under the weight of an 
extreme faintneſs and wearineſs, others loſt the uſe of ſome of 
their Members, and were not able to lift up their Hands to receive 
the afliſtance that was offered them. The . mg” part of them 
were naked and without ſhooes : 1n fine, they all carried about 
them ſuch marks of exceflive ſifferings, and extreme miſery, that 
the moſt obdurate Heart would have been pierced to the quick 
with a ſenſible grief at the very fight of them. Whereas the 
Brigades remained ſome time at Genevs, to take a little reſt and 
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refreſhment before they ſet forward for Switzerland; thoſe that ar- 
rived firſt went to meet thoſe that came after, to inform themſelves 


- concerning their kinsfolks and acquaintance of whom they had 


heard no News ſince the reddition of the Valleys. A Father 
enquired after his Child, and a Child after his Father, a Husband 
ſought for his Wife, and a Wife for her Husband, and every one 
ered to hear ſome News of their Friends and Neigh- 
bouts ; but as this was to very little purpoſe, (ince the molt part were 
dead 1n Priſon, it made a ſpectacle fo ſad and diſmal, that all 
that ſtood by, were diſſolved in Tears, whilſt theſe poor miſera- 
ble creatures, being oppreſſed, and overwhelmed with the exceſs 
of their grief, were not able any longer to lament themſelves, or 
ſo much as to complain. But as it 1s very difficult to repre- 
ſent objets ſo ſad and fo affeting, lo it would be as hard a task 
co exprels the charity wherewtth the people of Geneva were ani- 
mated on this occaſion, The Inhabitants preſſed on fo faſt to go 
before theſe poor wretches to lead them into their Houſes, that the 
Magiſtrates were obliged to forbid them =y 


| oO out of the City, 
to avoid the confuſion and diſorders that uſually attend fo great a 


concourſe of people. Every one ſtrove who ſhould entertain the 
moſt tick, or thoſe that were moſt afflicted, to the end they 
might have a greater ſubje& whereon to exerciſe their Charity. 
They treated chem not only as dear and tender Children, buc 
allo as perſons that brought Peace, and a Blefling along with them 
on their Families. They took an extraordinary care of the 
ſick, ſeveral of whom dyed at Geneva, and ſome of them had 
the wounds yet on their Bodies, that the Worms had cauſed in - 
Priſon. All the Waldenſes that wanted cloathing, were either 
furniſhed by thoſe that lodged them, or by the Tralian Bank, 
the Diretors whereof from the beginning to the end, ſhewed 
all the marks of a tender compaſſion, and of an ardent Cha- 


rity. 


But 1t was not only in Geneva, that the Waldenſes have found 
ſuch conſolation , but they * have received alſo a great deal in 
Switzerland, where the Reformed Cantows have opened to them 
their Country, and the Bowels of their Compaſlions, after the 
moſt Generous, the moſt Chriſtian, and the moſt Charitable 
manner uu the World, And it is upon the account of the Wal- 

| denſes, 
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denſes, as well as of other diſtreiſe4 people that have took 
Sanctuary there, that it may be ſaid, thac the Country of Swir- 
Zerland is a lafe Haibour, that the Hand of God hath made, to 
preſerve from Shipwrack, thoſe that are expoled ro the Waves 
of Perſecution. 


Furthermore, the Deputies of the Reformed Cantons being ar- 
rived at Turin, demanded the liberty of the Miniſters, and of 
the other Prifoners, and the reſtiution of the Children that 
were took from them on the way, and of thoſe that were 
dilperſed through Piedmont when the Valleys were ſubdued. 
They repreſented on behalf of the Miniſters, that they could 
have no juſtifiable pretence to detain them, not only becauſe 
they were comprehended 1n the Treaty made with the Count 
de Gowvons ; but alſo becauſe they were the principal ſubje&t of 
the Switzers interceſlion : betides that ir was but juſt to reſtore 
the Paſtors to their Flocks, to comtore and ſupport them 1n 
their Tryals. As for the Priſoners condemned during their 
hives to work in the Fortihcations, they repreſented allo that 
they ought not to be diſtinguſhed from the reſt, under colour 
that they were more culpable: .For 


1. The Treaty mentions no exception to their prejudice. And 


4t 1mports, that all the Priſoners in general ſhall be releaſed. 


2. The Count de Govern himſelf hath declared in a Letter, that 
he wrote on this Subject in behalf of the Duke his Maſter, that 
they did nor intend to detain any of the Priſoners. 


3.Since it hath pleaſed his Royal Highneſs to grant ſafe Con- 
ducts to thoſe that were actually in Arms, with much more reaſon 
ought he to give leave to theſe Priſoners (of whom it 15 diſputed ) 
to retreat, who have always been conſidered as far leſs criminal. 
And as tor the young Children, they ſhewed, that they ought co be 
releaſed, both thoſe that had been took away upon the Road, and 
thoſe that had been diſperſed through Piedmont, becauſe both the 
one ſort and the other was kept back, contrary to the purport and 
intent of the Treaty: but nenther the Reaſons nor the Sollicitati- 
ons of the Deputies produced any effec ; they yielded to nothing 


but 
\ 


7 
5 aka i 14 


but the reſtitution of ſome of the Children that were taken on 
the way. Por all the reſt remain as yet in the Eſtates of Piedrmonr, 
It is true the Court of Tur hath promiſed to reſtore the Mini- 
ſteis in ſome time. But at preſent they are diſtributed with 
_ their Families, conſiſting of forty ſeven perſons into three Pri- 
fons or Caſtles, where they are ſtritly guarded , and expoſed to 


2>uncvance of Inconventences and miferies, without ſeeing yer - 
any appearanceot Redemption. 


Thus I have given you 1n ſhort, a Relation .of the moit mate- 
71a] Patfages on the account of the diffipation of the Churches and 
Inhabitants of the Valleys of Piedmont, There wants nothing 
more to demonſtrate, that there never was any Perſecution 
more unjuſt, nor more violent. Much leſs 1s there any thing want- 
Ing to make 1t appear, that there never wereany Objeds more wo:- 
thy of the compaſſion of all good Chriſtians, than the Waldenſes 
that have eſcaped this Perſecution. They are perſwaded, that all - 
Reformed Europe will look with an eye of pity on the Calamities 
and Pains with which they are overwhelmed, and that they will be 
partakers of their ſorrow. Theſe are the ſad Remains of that 
diſmal Shipwrack, wherewith the true Succeſfors of the Apoſtles 
have been ſo lately ſwallowed up. This is that ſcattered Remnant 
of thoſe Mother Churches, the moſt ancient of all, that from the 
Top of the Alpes had illuminated a great part of the Univerſe. 
Finally, this is that poor Remainder reduced to fo ſmall a number, 
and to ſo deplorable a condition, on whole diminution and mulery 
we cannot refle&t without being pierced to the Heart with an ex- 

- traordinary and ſurpriſing griet. They 1mplore the Protection 
of Kings, Princes and Proteſtant Eſtates: and in fine, of all the 
Faithful. They conjure them by the Bowels of Compaſlion of the 
common Saviour of the World, and by all that 15 moſt Sacred in 
the Communion of Saints, to hearken to the ſad voice of their 
bitter Lamentations and Groans.. "They beleech them to continue 
the effects of this incomparable Charity of which they have given 
{o many famous Examples, and to open the Treaſure of their Be- 
nevolence towards this Refidue, that the good God hath juſt now 
{faved by a Miracle of his Providence. They will by this means en- 
deavour to conduce ſomewhat to the Glory of the Sovereign Mo- 


narch of the Univerſe. And they will receive this -_—_ 
| that . 
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that they have made uſe of ſo happy an opportunity of preſerving in 
the perſons of the Walden/es, the firſt Fruits of the Primitive Church. 
In the mean time, theſe poor diſtreſſed people will never ceaſe to 
open their Hearts in the preſence of the Father of Light, for 
their charitable Benefacors, that it may pleaſe him to multiply 
more and more theſe their good Fruits, and crown their Charity 
with the moſt precious Bleflings, both in this life, and that which 
1s to COMe. 


ab > advo7 wet, Sas ooo Y 


I A LETTER 


[ 49 7 


A LETTER from his Royal Highneſs of Savoy, ro the 
Inhabitants of the Valleys. 


Toour moſt Dear and Faithful Subjects, the Communities of 
the Valleys of Lucerne, Peirouſe and S. Martin, and of the 
Quarters of Perr«ſtin, $. Bartholomew and Recheplatte 


The Duke of Savoy, Prince of Piedmont, King of C "yprus, ©c. 


Moſt Dear and Faithful, 
os we have been well pleaſed with the zeal and readineſs, with which 


you have provided Men who have ſerved ws to our entire ſatu- 
fattion in the Affairs we bad againſt the Genoeles; we have thought fit by 
theſe Preſents to teſtifie unto you our good liking thereof, and to aſſure your, 
that we will keep it in particular remembrance,to make you ſenſible on all 
occaſions, of the Effetts of our Royal ProtefFion, whereof the Count and 
Intenudant Boccaria ſhall give you a more full Information, whom we 
have commanded to expreſs to you our ſentiments more at large, and alſo 
to take a Liſt of the Officers and Soldiers, as ell of thoſe that are dead, 
as of thoſe that remain Priſoners, to make report thereof unto us ; to the 
end that we may have dues regard thereto, In the mean time theſe 
Preſents ſhall ſerve you for an aſſured teſtimony of our ſatufattion and 
good will ; and we pray God to preſerve you from Evil. 


From Turin the fifth of November, 1672. Signed 
C. Emanuel Buonfgho. 


A Copy of a Letter wrote to Count Boccarza, by His Royal. 
Highneſs. 


Truſty and Well-Beloved, 


He Men whom the Communities of the Valleys of Lucerne, 8c. 
have provided, have ſerved us ſo faithfully, that being deſirous 

ro teſtifie unto them our ſatufaion therein, we have ſent you a Letter 
herem incloſed, that we have wrote to them; to the end that you may 
deliver it to them, and alſo expreſs more fully the good will that we 
bear to them on this account, and that you may aſſure them, that when- 


ſoever any thing (hall happen, that may tend to their advantage, by | 
Wil, 
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will particularly rem?mber their affe&ion, and on this occaſion you ſhall 
take a Lift of the Officers and Solaters,” as well of thoſe that are dead, 
as of thoſe that are Priſoners, and make report thereof unta gs, to the end 
that we may be able to have convenient regard thereto,and referrinb to you 
Wat may be ſaid further m token of the [atufattion we have recerved, no 
lejs by their Zeal and readmeſs, than by the good Service that their Of- 
ficers and Soldiers have reudred us, we pray our Lord to preſerve you. 


At Turin the fijzh of November, 1672. _ Signed 
13 PP + C: Emanuel. 


To Monſieur the Count Am. Beccaria, Counſellor of State, 
and Relendary Intendant General ot the Valleys. 


Thc Ordcr of Don Gabriel of Savoy, in favour of the Inha- 
bitants of the Valleys. 


 D. Gatrizl of Savoy, Marqueſs of Rive, Comman ler Gene- 
ral of the Armics of his Royal Highnels, and General 
ot the GCavairy. 


He underwritten Officers of the Valleys of Lucerne have ſhewn 

ſo great a zeal for his Royal Highneſſes Serwice, as opportunity 
hath offered it {elf,, pariiculary in the Commotions of this Province, that 
»e have thought it convenient to give them ſeme atteſtation thereof, to 
the end, that on other occaſions wherem his Royal Highneſſes Service 
fhall be required, they may be puntſual to continue, and to give fur- 
zner procfs of their Zeal and courage ; wherefore by virtue of the Au- 
thority we have from his Royal Highneſs, we give permiſſion to the 
aforeſaid Officers here undernamed, to carry Arms, upon condition ne- 
wvertheleſs, that they do not abuſe it ; and we command all thoſe that depend 
en cur Orders, as General, and deſire others not to give them, nor to 
permit any moleſtation to be given them, upon the account of carrying 
the ſaid Arms direftly, nor mdirectly, under any pretence whatſoever, 
thus being his Royal Hig hneſſes Will and Pleaſure, and his Service requt- 
ring the ſame. | 
Given at Mondovs the twenty ninth of September, 1681. 
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